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Three attacked in hate crime 


Jeff Todd 


Connector Staff 

While walking to North Campus last week, three 
Indian students were attacked by local youths who used 
racial epithets and screamed at them about Osama Bin 
Laden. 

The first year students, two men and a woman, were 
returning to campus from an apartment off Sixth Avenue 
when three young adults accosted them on Fourth 
Avenue. The two male students bore the brunt of the 
attack while the female ran for help. None of the stu¬ 
dents w ere hospitalized, although one of them got a 
chipped tooth. 

The students, who asked that their names be withheld, 
are accustomed to walking to campus and do not own 
cars. The three young adults began the incident with ver¬ 
bal harassment while driving by the students in a van. 
When ignored by the Indian students, a woman came out 
of the car and asked one of the students for a dollar. 
When he did not give it to her, she punched both of the 
men. Two other males then came out of the vehicle and 
proceeded to punch and kick the two male Indian stu¬ 
dents. 

The students did not try to defend themselves. “In 
India its better if you don't retaliate," said the student 
who was repeatedly kicked in the forehead and whose 
tooth was chipped. “You get in a lot of trouble even 
when you are defending yourself." Both of the male stu¬ 
dents' glasses were stolen and one lost his watch. 

A passerby noticed what was happening and shouted 
at the attackers who then returned to their vehicle and 


fled the scene. The three 
students walked to the North 
Campus police station and 
emergency medical person¬ 
nel treated them. Lowell 
Police was summoned to 
take the reports, since the 
incident occurred off cam¬ 
pus. 

Because one of the stu¬ 
dents was able to copy the 
license plate of the van, 

Lowell Police were able to 
apprehend the 17-year old 
owner of the vehicle, who 
denies any involvement in 
the incident, according to 
the Lowell Sun. 

The two male students 
who were attacked wish that 
escort service would be pro¬ 
vided for commuters who 
live within a mile of the 
campus, especially at night The three students walked from 
and during winter break. 

“As a first-year student it is very hard to find housing 
because all of the upperclassmen take the apartments 
near the campus. We end up living further away, and we 
don’t feel safe w alking anymore.” said one of the stu¬ 
dents. One of the other students disagreed, saying. “I 
think it was just a bad day with the wrong guys." 

The female student involved is now afraid to walk 
alone to campus even during daylight hours. They now 



Pholo by Kevin Gentile 

their home on Sixth Ave. and were attacked near this intersection. 


walk down Mammoth Road and up Riverside Street to 
avoid Fourth Avenue, w here one of the alleged assailants 
lives. 

Both of the male students are upset about the level of 
sen ices they receive from the University. “We pay thou¬ 
sands of more dollars per year to go to school here, but 


and 24-hour access to computer labs ” 


College of Education to be relocated 

Deteriorating physical condition of West Campus buildings 
sends Grad School of Education to South Campus 



Photo by Rosalind Wyman 

The Graduate School of Education, located on West Campus, pictured above, is moving to South. 

In 1985, the College of Education 
moved from South Campus to West 
Campus. For the past several years 
Donald Pierson, Dean of the College of 
Education, has been working on develop¬ 
ing a new home for the Graduate School 
of Education at the Lawrence Mill, locat- 


J.J. Huggins 
Connector Editor 

The College of Education, located on 
West Campus, is now in the process of 
moving. 


ed near Residential North Campus. 
According to Pierson, “the state provided 
funds to the University, $15 million, to 
renovate that five story building that will 
house the Graduate School of 
Education." 

According to Pierson, the reason for 
moving the College of Education is “to 
be more contiguous with the rest of the 
University.” Pierson said that originally 
the Lawrence Mill sight was going to 
open in September of 2004, but the 
process has taken longer than expected 
and now it will not be open until 
September of 2005. 

As indicated by Pierson, there are dete¬ 
riorating conditions in most of the build¬ 
ings on West Campus. ‘There have been 
leaks for many years, and the rafters 
underneath (the roofs) are all rotted," said 
Pierson. “Whenever there is a rain storm, 
the rain comes in and then you’ve got 
problems with plaster, ceiling, or falling 
tiles, and so its really come to the point 
where it is safety concerns with the con¬ 
tinued deterioration,” stated Pierson. 

Due to the poor condition of the build¬ 
ings, the Facilities Committee of West 
Campus recommended to Chancellor 


William Hogan that the College of 
Education should not wait until the 
Lawrence Mill is ready. 

The college is planning to move from 
West Campus to the fifth floor of 
O’Leary until the Lawrence Mill is ready. 
According to Pierson, O’Leary is doing 
minor renovations to make room for all 
of the offices of the Graduate School. 

The Graduate School is planning on mov¬ 
ing this June, after the spring semester is 
over. 

Starting this summer, graduate classes 
will meet on South Campus, most likely 
in Cobum Hall. According to Pierson, 
space for the graduate classes will not be 
an issue, because most of the classes 
begin at 4 p.m., when most undergraduate 
classes are finished. 

When the College of Education moves, 
none of its classes will be held on West 
Campus. South Campus will be the tem¬ 
porary sight of the program and all of the 
classes and offices will move to the 
Lawrence Mill on North Campus when 
the renovations are finished. According to 
Pierson, the entire process will take at 
least the next two years. 
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Drug testing on UML students 


Sarah Bourgeois 

Connector Contributor 

A pharmaceutical company’s 
recruitment advertisement was 
pulled from the Connector for 
failure to obtain the 
University’s Institutional 
Review Board Approval (1RB) 
earlier this semester. 

The Certified Research 
Consultants testing the allergy 
drug, Tecastemizole, for the 
research-based pharmaceutical 
company, Sepracor Inc., recruit¬ 
ed students on-campus by plac¬ 
ing an ad, but were forced to 
remove it after refusing to sub¬ 
mit the proper forms for IRB 
approval. 

According to Laurie Wynne, 
Clinical Monitoring Manager at 
Sepracor Inc., “Submitting a 
form for the University’s 
approval would be too time 
consuming since the spots that 
were open for the study were 
almost all filled, not necessarily 


by University students. Plus, we 
already received approval from 
our IRB to conduct the testing.’’ 

In 2001, Sepracor submitted a 
New Drug Application (NDA) 
to the FDA for Soltara, the 
trademark name of 
Tecastemizole. According to a 
study done in November of 
2001, low doses of 
Tecastemizole appeared to have 
similar effects in children and 
adults. Dr. Cerasoli, Director of 
the Office of Scientific Affairs 
and Medical Communication 
for Sepracor, said, “All doses 
were safe and well tolerated in 
children and adults. There were 
no deaths, no adverse side 
effects, and no premature with¬ 
drawals from the study.” 

Unfortunately, after review 
the FDA released a non¬ 
approval letter on March 7, 

2002 because they believed it 
did not contain enough infor¬ 
mation pertaining to the effects 
of the drug. Further concerns 
arose because Astemizole, the 


parent drug of Tecastemizole 
was taken off the market 
because of “potentially serious 
drug-drug interactions and 
reports of cardiovascular events 
at high doses.” According to the 
Sepracor website, “The FDA 
also concluded that additional 
evaluation of tissue concentra¬ 
tion of the drug after prolonged 
exposure were needed to quan¬ 
tify the potential for 
Tecastemizole accumulation in 
target organs.” 

In October of 2002, Sepracor 
met with the FDA to discuss 
initiation of additional pre-clin- 
ical and clinical studies of 
Soltara. Provided there are 
favorable results of proposed 
studies, Sepracor expects to 
include approximately ten addi¬ 
tional pre-clinical and ten addi¬ 
tional clinical studies as part of 
resubmission of the Soltara 
NDA. There can be no assur¬ 
ance whether or when Soltara 
will be approved. 

Volunteers for the clinical 


studies, which guarantee any¬ 
where from $900 to $1500 upon 
completion, must be evaluated 
to make sure they are healthy 
enough to participate. The vol¬ 
unteers will be subject to 
dosages of Tecastemizole rang¬ 
ing from 30 mg all the way to 
300 mg. According to the CRC, 
previous studies showed com¬ 
mon side effects of nausea. In 
some cases of higher dosages 
people noticed weight gain. 

Julian Melamed, M.D. will 
head the clinical study. He is 
board certified in Internal 
Medicine and Allergy and 
Immunology and is a fellow of 
the American Academy and 
College of Allergy, Asthma 
&Immunology. 

A company’s ability to pro¬ 
duce an FDA approved product 
or drug can affect their eco¬ 
nomical status. In March of 
2002, when the FDA issued 
their non-approval letter to 
Sepracor pertaining to Soltara, 
Sepracor’s stock fell by more 


than 50 percent. 

In November of this year, 
Sepracor announced that a pur¬ 
ported class action lawsuit has 
been brought against it and cer¬ 
tain current and former officers. 
The plaintiff claims to represent 
all purchasers of Sepracor con¬ 
vertible debt securities during 
the period from Dec. 4, 2000 
through Mar. 6, 2002. The 
plaintiff alleges that the defen¬ 
dants misled the purchasers of 
Sepracor’s convertible debt 
securities concerning prospects 
for Soltara. 

Whether or not this lawsuit 
will interfere with the progress 
of Soltara is uncertain, howev¬ 
er, Soltara intends to “vigorous¬ 
ly” defend the lawsuit. For fur¬ 
ther information on Sepracor 
visit http://www.sepracor.com 
and for more information on 
NDA’s warning letters, guide¬ 
lines and clinical trials visit 
http://www.FDA.com. 


SGA addresses students 


Elizabeth Manuel 
Connector Staff 

Need to speak your mind on issues that 

involve me campus. Or tk> you ju*i neeu 

to be more active in the political structure 
of the University? Look no further than 
the Student Government Association. 

This article serves as a summary of the 
events, issues and the happenings within 
the SGA, to promote student involvement 
and to keep students informed of all SGA 
Activities. 

The SGA is an organization that serves 
as the voice and instrument of the will of 
the student body. We, as students have 
the rights, power, and obligation to work 
for constructive change within our own 
university. The SGA is here to ensure 
academic freedom, academic responsibil¬ 
ity, to enhance education, social, cultural 


opportunities, and to protect student 
rights. 

The Student Government Association 
has four committees to support them in 
their quest to be a productive influence 
on iiu>*e bom inside anu oui*itte me 

structure of the University. These com¬ 
mittees meet weekly to discuss and give 
information on the committee’s subject 
matter. 

If you have ideas on or issues about the 
facilities, buildings, or security on cam¬ 
pus visit the Student Union Board of 
Directors Committee, also known as 
SUBOD. SUBOD has just cleared an 
issue with most announcement boards on 
South and North campuses where in any 
postings or advertisements outside of the 
University’s interest can only be posted 
in designated areas. This resolves the 
issue of promotion or information on 
clubs, organizations and academic inter¬ 


ests being hidden under outside commer¬ 
cial flyers. 

Do you want to be more active within 
the community and promote the school 
while doing it? The Public Relations 
CoumuiLee promote* relationship* out¬ 
side of the University through community 
service programs, as well as keeping the 
student body informed of the issues being 
discussed within the Student 
Government. In the past few weeks for 
example, the PR committee went to “My 
Father’s House” and “House of Hope.” 
Senate members did some light construc¬ 
tion work, baby-sitting, and brought 
baked goods to the event. 

Are you interested in how your money 
is spent? Meet the Finance Committee for 
information regarding the distribution and 
regulation of all money received by the 
SGA, any clubs or organizations affiliat¬ 
ed with the University. For instance, the 


Finance Committee put a motion to the 
SGA senate to allocate $500 dollars to 
the “World Wide Aids Awareness Week” 
which was held last week Dec. 2 thru the 
9. 

Do you want to *tari you i o*n ciuol gp 

The Governance Committee maintains 
the laws and regulations governing the 
SGA and all clubs or organizations recog¬ 
nized by Student Government 
Association. 

If you would like more information on 
meeting times of each committee. 

Student Government Senate, or have any 
issues that you think the SGA can help 
you with, please come by the Student 
Government office located on 
McGauvran 351, Monday through Friday 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., or contact John Harrison 
or Ryan Delaney at ext. 5036. 


Pinanski Building serves as pilot for greener cleaners 


Caro l Le blanc 
Connector Contributor 

One of the older buildings of 
the University has served as a 
successful pilot for the introduc¬ 
tion of green cleaning products 
on UML’s North Campus. 

Collaborating with the Toxics 
Use Reduction Institute (TURI), 
a tenant on the third floor, 
Physical Plant Foreman, Jerry 
Ryan agreed to use Rochester 
Midland’s (Rochester, New 


York) EnviroCare line of prod¬ 
ucts in lieu of conventional 
cleaners. 

Testing took place over the 
summer months during the pre¬ 
vious academic year. The com¬ 
pany donated the cleaning sup¬ 
plies and equipment. The 
Pinanski building was chosen 
for this pilot since it presents a 
number of cleaning challenges, 
mostly due to its age. 

Alternative cleaners, should they 
perform well here, could be 
expected to perform at least as 


well in the newer or remodeled 
buildings at any other University 
site. 

The existing cleaners were 
rated “three — moderate health 
hazard,” whereas the replace¬ 
ment cleaners were fated “one - 
low health hazard” on their 
respective Material Safety Data 
Sheets (MSDSs), on a scale of 
zero to four. The National Fire 
Protection Association 
(www.nfpa.org) is a common 
source for this numerical rank¬ 
ing system. The system provides 


a fair and objective comparison 
of products’ safety, as formulat¬ 
ed by manufacturers. NFPA rat¬ 
ings can therefore serve as a 
guide for the transport, handling 
and storage consequences of 
chemicals, not just their use. 

In addition, Rochester 
Midland’s (RM) cleaners were 
chosen for this study since they 
are recognized under the state’s 
Environmentally Preferable 
Products (EPP) procurement 
program for agencies and ven¬ 
dors doing business with the 
Commonwealth 

(www.state.ma.us/osd/enviro/pro 

ducts.htm). 

The pilot consisted of main¬ 
taining three floors of older, 
linoleum tile, as well as three 
men’s rooms and two women's 
facilities. The bathroom square 
footage cleaned totals 1,425 
with an overall square footage of 
5,169 for the entire building’s 


upkeep. 

At the conclusion of the sum¬ 
mer, Mr. Ryan commented that 
he saw “no decrease in cleaning 
performance with the safer RM 
cleaners.” A training session was 
held on campus with RM’s 
Manager of Environmental 
Health and Safety, Mr. Paul 
Ferruzza and UML staff. The 
EnviroCare cleaners are still 
being used in the Pinanski build¬ 
ing, with funds being made 
available by Rich Lemoine of 
UML’s Environmental Health 
and Safety Department to extend 
the trials to other buildings on 
both campuses. 

For more information on the 
Pinanski tests, please contact 
Carole LeBlanc, Director of 
TURI’s Surface Solutions 
Laboratory at ext. 3249. To 
become involved in the ongoing 
project, please contact Rich 
Lemoine at ext. 2619. 
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Outer space researcher shares insight 


Jeff Todd 

Connector Staff 

Dr Harvey Tananbaum displayed fan¬ 
tastic .mages from the Chandra X-Ray 
Observatory Satellite, which was 
launched in 1999, during a lecture to 
o% er hundred audience members that 
as ^iso broadcast live on the Internet. 
Tananbaum. the Director of the 
Chandra X-Ray Research Center at 
Harvard University, captivated the audi- 
ence as he explained the development of 


the satellite, showing the images gener¬ 
ated in space and sharing how the 
images have influenced scientific theory. 

Although the x-rays most people are 
familiar with are generated for medical 
purposes, they are also common in 
space. Because our atmosphere shelters 
us from x-rays generated by stars and 
other space phenomena, their observa¬ 
tion must be made from many miles 
above the earth. The images generated 
by Chandra are fifty times better than 
those from previous satellites. 

Because of the improved imaging. 


space researchers are better able to 
understand black holes, neutron stars, 
and nebulas. Tananbaum frequently 
pointed out that while the observations 
from Chandra helped confirm previous 
theories, they have also challenged other 
ideas in science, such as the distribution 
of galaxies, the existence of dark matter 
and dark energy, and an earlier presence 
of heavy elements such as iron than pre¬ 
viously thought. 

Roger Duschene, a psychology major 
who received credit for the lecture from 
his biology professor, found the lecture 


stimulating. Referring to dark matter, he 
said, “It was interesting to learn that 
two-thirds of the ‘stuff’ of the universe 
is not ‘stuff’ as we understand it.” 

The College of Arts and Sciences 
Advisory Board, a group of alumni who 
help support the mission of the College 
sponsored the lecture. The lecture can be 
viewed online at 

http://gse.uml.edu/tananbaum. Many of 
the phenomenal images captured by the 
observatory are available at http://chan- 
dra.harvard.edu. 


Revolutionizing Gender Studies 


Rebecca Spolarich 

Connector Contributor 

More students than ever will 
be dashing to enroll as Gender 
Studies minors now that 
Philosophy Professor Noelle 
McAfee has revamped the pro¬ 
gram. 

“I just decided to do it,” says 
McAfee, who reckoned that it 
w about time to revive student 
interest in the minor. As a way 
of revitalizing the Gender 
Studies program, she initiated 
the reconstitution of the Steering 
Committee and the launching of 

an alluring, new website. 

“One of our aims was to put 
together a new Steering 
Committee, drawing from dif¬ 
ferent departments,” to be able 
to give the group “a broad range 
of academic subjects and inter¬ 
ests,” McAfee explains. Seven 
professors and one graduate stu¬ 
dent from the English, 
Philosophy, Psychology, 

History. Political Science, 


Music, and Education depart¬ 
ments are blending their expert¬ 
ise together to compose the new 
committee. 

The website declares that the 
“Gender Studies courses are 
designed to help students 
explore the ways ideas about 
gender shape our knowledge of 
the world and our experience of 
everyday life.” Culturally-struc¬ 
tured concepts of gender affect 
everyone from all manner of 
angles. That’s why a variety of 
course — spanning from the 
social and political, to the liter¬ 
ary and artistic - are being 
offered. Courses entitled “His 
Job/Her Marriage: Gender. 
Work, and Family, Women in 
French Cinema * and “Family in 
Literature” are just a sampling 

of the 40 courses available. 

McAfee advises that a minor 
or concentration in Gender 
Studies is especially helpful for 
those going on to graduate 
school to study the humanities, 
particularly social and political 
science. 


Along with enticing interested 
students to get involved with the 
Gender Studies program, 
McAfee expresses that “what 
we need is to have a better sense 
of who our students are.” 
Professors have a hard time dis¬ 
tinguishing General Studies 
minors since most students wait 
until their senior year to declare 
their minor. McAfee urges them 
to come forward, hoping “to get 
more of a sense of community 
among the students. We can 
hold more events, and if any 
students want to initiate some¬ 
thing that would be great.” 

She looks forward to students’ 
participation in Lowell's 
Women’s Week in March, and 
welcomes those w ho are inter¬ 
ested in minoring or concentrat¬ 
ing in Gender Studies. She 
earnestly invites prospecting 
students: “Come talk to us!” 

For more information on the 
program, visit 

http://www.uml.edu/genderstud- 

ies/ . 


UML Police get new car 


Joe Mclnemey 
Connector Contributor 

After towing away one of the three UML Police 
cruisers from a devastating, alleged drunk driving 
accident that left the department vehicle totaled, 
UMLPD has finally acquired a brand new, cus¬ 
tomized police car. 

The cruiser, constructed by police car distribu¬ 
tor A.M.I. of Marlboro, replaces its predecessor 
with up-to-date police interceptors and heavy, 
durable engine and transmission figures to sustain 
the twenty-four hour beating each car must endure 
day in and day out. 


With the acquisition of a single, new marked 
UMLPD car. Captain John McCune says he will 
continue to “work towards attaining two more 
cruisers” to replace the well-maintained, but elder¬ 
ly vehicles being used by patrolling police officers 
now. The former trio of cars all had mileage high¬ 
er than 150,000, and require consistent repair by 
the Buildings and Grounds Dept. 

The new vehicle will join the fleet of two police 
cars and a single Harley Davidson driven and vig¬ 
orously trained on by Sergeant DuPont. Both 
DuPont and McCune emphasized their apprecia¬ 
tion of the new cruiser, which will allow for more 
reliability and take the place of the car that was 
lost to yet another alleged drunk driving incident. 


B.Y.O.B. 

(Bring your own bow) 

Olivia Richard 
Connector Contributor 

Do you have a slew of holiday presents that are just sitting in your closet waiting to be wrapped? If 
you are the last-minute wrapping type then have we got a program for you! 

Sponsored by Spectrum and the Office of Residence Life, the Winter Wrap-Up gives you a chance to 
help hungry people and get that pesky holiday wrapping done without the hassle. For just two non-per¬ 
ishable food items you can come to the Fox MPR from 7 to 9:30 p.m. on Dec.. 12 and wrap your pres¬ 
ents. 

We provide the tape, scissors, and wrapping paper, but this is a B.Y.O.B. event (bring your own bow). 
The donations will go to a local food pantry, so bring your donations and the package of socks for 
Uncle Frank with you to wrap. And the best part is that you won’t have to find a place to store that left¬ 
over wrapping paper after the holidays. Hope to see you there! 


f' Attention students, faculty & staff! "\ 

Participate in an exciting project! 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE AN ARTIST The Art 

History Club would like to create a 
Mural/tapestry on the walls of the basement in 
Historic Coburn Hall. We are looking for anyone 
that would be interested in working with a group of 
people to create some art history! From start to fin¬ 
ish, help us create a multicultural, multidimensional 
•work of art. 

Remember, you don’t have to be an artist. Just 
bring your energy and enthusiasm. 

Contact Therese O’Donnell by December 13, 2002 
i X3329 or email Therese Odonnell@uml.edu > 


5 reasons men should 
be interested in V-Day: 

Mother Sister 
Daughter - ^ 
Girlfriend Wife 

How can you get involved in 
campus efforts to increase 
awareness and education? 
E-mail: UML_vday@yahoo.com 

UML V-Day 2003 
Coming in February 
GET INVOLVED! 


ALWAYS SOMTHING BREW’N 


KEGS SPORTS BAR 





LX, 


Rock & Roll 
Thursdays 


Local Rock & Acoustic 
Bands 3 rd Floor 
Rock & Roll DJ 2 nd Floor 

$3.00 Cover, Free with College I.D. 

_ 21 + Proper I.D. Required 

BREWHOUSE CAFE & GRILLE 


ACOUSTIC CAFE 
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Policv 


General : The Connector is a non-profit student public 
forum serving the University of Massachusetts Lowell com¬ 
munity. The paper is published w'eeklv and distributed free 
to the university’ community every Tuesday. Business hours 
are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

All UMass Low’ell students, regardless of major, are invit¬ 
ed to join the Connector staff. Interested students should con¬ 
tact an editor or manager listed above, or visit the Connector 
Office in McGauvran 347-8. 

Advertising : The Connector advertisements reach an esti¬ 
mated 14,000 UMass Lowell students—their friends and fam¬ 
ilies. To tap this group of future high-income earners, con¬ 
tact our Advertising Manager at 934-5009. Advertisements 
discriminating against race, gender, age, religion, physical 
ability, or sexual preference will not be accepted. DEAD¬ 
LINE for ALL advertising (TO INCLUDE STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS and ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES OF 
THE UNIVERSITY) is Tuesday, 12 p.m. for the following 
Tuesday's publication. No exceptions will be made. Late 
submissions WILL NOT be accepted. 

Classified advertisements are free for students. 

Editorial : Letters to the editors should be less than 500 
words in length and may be submitted via campus mail, e- 
mail, or in person. All letters must bear the author's name, 
relationship to the University and student body, phone num¬ 
ber, and signature. The author may request to have any part 
of this information withheld, if published. Opinions 
expressed in individual columns, the Opinions Section, 
advertising, and/or features are those of the author, NOT of 
the Connector. The Opinions and Letters section will not be 
edited in any way, to include spelling/grammar mistakes. 

Submission : All article-based submissions (to include 
Letters to the Editors and Opinions) deadline is Thursday at 
5 p.m. for the following Tuesday's publication. Submissions 
must be e-mailed to Connector@uml.edu, attached as a Word 
document (any version). Accompanying visuals must be 
submitted in hard copy. Submissions can no longer be 
accepted on disk. 

All press releases, articles, advertisements, and photo¬ 
graphs submitted become the property of the Connector and 
will not be returned unless requested in advance. The 
Connector reserves the right to edit or refuse all submissions 
for copy, content, and length. 

The Connector will make every effort to prevent inaccura¬ 
cy, but assumes no responsibility’ for errors in advertise¬ 
ments or columns. The Connector will reprint without 
charge, that part which is incorrect. Credit for errors are 
made only for first insertion. 


NEW LOCATION! 


The Connector is now located in the McGauvran 
Student Center Suite 347 (at the end of the side hall¬ 
way). Our new mailing address is at 71 Wilder Street, 
Lowell, MA 01854. 

Tel: (978) 934-5009. Fax: (978) 934-3031. E-mail: 
Connector@ uml. edu 


Please Note : Letters will not be edited for content, grammar, spelling, etc. 

The Opinions expressed on this page represent those of the author, not of the Connector or its staff. 


Opinions^ Letters 


Destroying our school 

Adam Hogue 

UML Student 

Every school has three major components to it. the 
students, the faculty, and the administration. Most of the 
time the first two are at odds with each other, but here at 
Umass-Lowell 1 believe that it is worse than at other 
campuses. In my four years as a student here I realized a 
few things, first the faculty at this school really cares 
about its students and I have never had a problem get¬ 
ting help or any other assistance. Secondly, for the most 
part the students do care about this school and do want 
something better, but here is the problem. 

The administration at this school appears not to like the 
students, and goes against everything that they want. 

The school makes dorm life extremely boring and does 
not allow students to have any freedom. This is enforced 
by the Umass-Lowell police force that does not protect 
and serve the students, but harasses them and does not 
help promote a better student life. 

The school never listens to what the students want, 
more activities, on and off campus. More and better 
classes, they want to be left alone to do what they feel is 
best for them. They do want the school to get involved 
and help promote a better campus life and a better edu¬ 
cation and leave politics out of it for a change. I admit I 
do not speak for all the students, but I bet numerous stu¬ 
dents do agree with me. 

I do not have all the answers, and I do understand that 
many other factors go into the decisions that the school 
makes, but I plead with everyone that works in the 
administration to please, listen to us students. Stop 
harassing us and let us help you make this a better cam¬ 
pus. Instead of going against us, get us more involved. 
The fact is the reason students do not participate in the 
campus is because the administration is always fighting 
against us and does not try to help us. 


Making a difference 


Christian M. Sheehy 
UML Student 

As 1 approach his house I 
see Raymond standing out in 
front with a big smile waiting 
for me. When we talked earli¬ 
er that week I could hear the 
excitement and anticipation in 
his voice. He wanted to get 
together that second and spend 
all day doing whatever. We 
could play basketball. We 
could play hockey. We could 
watch a movie. We could basi¬ 
cally do everything on this 
earth. So it came to no sur¬ 
prise to me that he was wait¬ 
ing there patiently for me at 
our scheduled time. And it’s 
been that way ever since sim¬ 
ply because it doesn’t matter 
what you do or where you go 
it’s the time spent that matters. 

This day in particular we 
chose to just play hockey and 
talk. He got dressed in his 
hockey equipment which he 
so readily brought. He got in 
net and all he had to do was 
stop my shot. And every time 
Raymond did he would wail 
in confidence. Although I put 
a few hours a week in the dif¬ 
ference in his belief in him¬ 
self, belief in the world 
becomes more clear. I can 


honestly say that the Raymond 
1 know today is completely 
different from the Raymond I 
first met three years ago. 

Today he is more self-assured, 
self-reliant, and self-confident. 
I’d like to think I had a little to 
do with that. 

In this time of crime, cor¬ 
ruption, and acts most foul it 
is hard to find a glimmer of 
hope. It is hard to see anything 
positive. One could assume 
that the world is anything but 
positive and no matter what 
one does nothing really mat¬ 
ters and nobody makes a dif¬ 
ference. However after being a 
Big Brother for three years I 
am here to say that is not true. 
There is nothing more 
empowering. There is nothing 
more uplifting. The only regret 
I have is that I’m not able to 
do or give more. But it just 
isn’t your Little brother or 
Sister that grows from the 
experience. I can honestly say 
that 1 am a better man today 
than I was when I first started. 
I too have grown from the 
experience. I too am a better 
person. I am proud of myself. 
You can make a difference. 
And that is what Big Brothers, 

Big Sisters does.it makes a 

difference, one child at a time. 


The High Life: 

The world of Pat 


Michael Luciano 
Connector Columnist 

It escaped me for almost three 
weeks, but I eventually read or 
hear about every ridiculous thing 
that Pat Robertson says. On 
November 11, Robertson said the 
following on his show. The 700 
Club about the Muslim attitude 
towards Jews: “Somehow I wish 
the Jews in America would wake 
up, open their eyes and read what 
is being said about them. This is 
worse than the Nazis. Adolf 
Hitler was bad, but what the 
Muslims want to do to the Jews is 
worse.” I soon as I read, “Adolf 
Hitler was bad, but...” I knew to 
prepare myself for the ensuing 
outrageousness. My question is 
how can the Muslims be worse 
for the Jews than Hitler was? 
Firstly, many, maybe even most 
Muslims don’t want dead Jews. 
Secondly, I don’t see how anyone 
can top what Hitler did to the 
Jews. I mean, it really doesn’t get 
any worse than rounding up sev¬ 
eral million of them, forcing 
them into prisons ridden with dis¬ 
ease and starvation and then sys¬ 
tematically murdering them 
using gas chambers, firing 
squads, lynchings, and subjecting 
some of them to horrifying “sci¬ 
entific” experiments. 

I’m so tired of Pat Robertson 
and his ignorant comments that 
his irresponsible followers eat up 


without thinking for themselves. 
They should step back and take a 
break from their religious superi¬ 
ority complex. Robertson, like 
countless others, needs to realize 
that his religion is no more right¬ 
eous or better than any other. 
Nonetheless, Robertson contin¬ 
ues to belch platitudes that prey 
on the blind fear of his con¬ 
stituents. 

And another thing... Pat 
Robertson loves to talk about the 
violent nature of Islam, a topic 
that the world’s greatest theolo¬ 
gians could debate for years. The 
truth is that certain portions of 
the Koran can be read to justify 
violence against non-Muslims 
just like the Bible in certain pas¬ 
sages can be read to provide jus¬ 
tification for violence against 
non-Christians (“Thou shalt not 
suffer a witch to live”). It all lies 
in one’s interpretation. The only 
difference is that Christians seem 
to have gotten much of their 
killing done already throughout 
the annals of history and 
Muslims in some areas of the 
world are just trying to catch up. 
We won’t discuss all havoc 
which Christianity has wreaked 
because there isn’t enough space 
here to talk about The Inquisition, 
the Crusades, the religiously moti¬ 
vated Holocaust carried out by 
Christians, or certain Christian 
policies in colonial America that 
basically told Native Americans, 
“Convert or die.” 

See High Life, cont’d page 6. 


Plowing Problems 

Shawn Landry 
Class of2004 

I am writing this as an appeal to the recent park¬ 
ing ticket I received at U-Mass Lowell’s south 
campus. 

On Wednesday December 4th, 2002 I arrived at 
the south campus parking lot at 8:00 in the morn¬ 
ing. I arrive one hour early every day, so that I may 
be able to park less than 5 miles from school, but 
that is another issue. Upon arriving at the school’s 
parking lot I was stunned to find that it had barely 
been plowed from the previous day’s snow storm. 
Having no idea where the lines were, I lined up 
behind the row in front of me and head off to class. 

After classes were over, I returned to my truck. 
The time was approximately 11:30, and the park¬ 
ing lot was STILL not plowed properly. Another 
student and I both slipped on the ground heading 
to our vehicles, and when we reached my truck 
were stunned to find an orange ticket defacing my 
window. I was livid, and she actually went and 
yelled at an officer. Using my shoes I scraped 
snow off the ground to reveal my real situation: I 
was no more than 5” over the yellow line, accept¬ 
able without snow cover, but an exemplary feat 
with! In addition, there was a car parked directly 
next to me that had just left. He had no problems 
backing out (driving a Dodge Ram 1500 no less!), 
so I was not obstructing the flow of traffic whatso¬ 
ever. 

I am appealing this ticket for a number of rea¬ 
sons. The first is the principle. If the parking lot is 
not plowed, how can one be held responsible for 
not parking properly? The second is to perhaps 
raise the awareness of whichever board this goes 
to. I have heard many complaints from my fellow 
students about the plowing issue, and if the situa¬ 
tion continues it may be in both the students’ and 
teachers’ interests to take action against the univer¬ 
sity for neglect. I work full-time and attend school 
full-time and am responsible for paying my own 
way. There is no way I am going to accept this 
negligence and, additionally, pay extra for it. 
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Anti-Semitism in the Connector? 


Dean Robert Ta marin 
Dean of Sciences 

Editor s \ote: The following is a series 
of commmamique between the Editor-in- 
Chief and Dean Robert Tamarin. The 
jngimai note came via e-mail and was 
ne zieaed to be printed due to some slight 
m:set mmunication. The editors response 
comes next, followed by another e-mail 
r >m Dean Tamarin. It is included per 
request of the authors. / 

To the Editors of the Connector: 

This is in reply to Robert Moreau’s 
letter of 12 November entitled 
"Stilling Dissent.” Why wnte a para¬ 
graph of repugnant anti-Semitic com¬ 
ment' that had nothing whatsoever to 
do ith the text of the letter, that of the 
“Jewish lobby?” Although your edito¬ 
rial policy is not to edit letters, perhaps 
some discretion in what is published 
might in order. Although I find Mr. 
Moreau's point of view arguable and 
paith slanderous (is everyone who 
'-pports Israel a “religious fanatic?”), 
there is really no place at a University 
tor muting that first paragraph. Would 
>ou do the same if he were referring to 
Arncan Americans or women or gays? 
IMng quotes of irrelevant material is a 
patently offensive way of publicly 
cursing Jews. An apology is in order. 
Dean Robert Tamarin 
College of Sciences 

Dean Tamarin: 

Thank you for contacting us with 
. at thoughts. We always appreciate 
feedback. / should express my apolo- 
c.c< :nat I haven't been checking e- 
ma:. : ften enough to have replied more 
promptly. 

On behalf of the editorial board, I'll 


respond to your e-mail personally. As 
you know ; the opinions expressed on 
the letters page of the Connector are 
those of the individual authors, not of 
the Connector or its staff. Although I 
certainly agree that the piece was 
somewhat controversial and its first 
paragraph very offensive, we are not at 
liberty to edit content of submissions to 
the opinions page (lest we be regarded 
as editing their opinions). We at the 
newspaper take great pride in allow¬ 
ing freedom of expression and, on a 
campus that provides few outlets for 
those opinions, we feel we must give 
people the opportunityi to say what they 
feel. 

Truth be told, only I hold the power of 
deciding what is or isn't printed on 
those pages (though, it *s an all or noth¬ 
ing deal). Even so. I very rarely cen¬ 
sor opinions. Granted , the Connector 
has a track record of looking like the 
bad guys in matters like this, but the 
author's writing should reflect on the 
author; in most cases, the writers are 
not affiliated with the Connector in 
any way, as is the case here. 

Keep in mind, if we are too exclusive 
in the kinds of opinions we print, we 
are fundamentally breaking our own 
policy to serve as a medium for the 
student voice. / hope you understand 
this, though I certainly understand 
where your concern is coming from. 

-Rob Velella, Editor-in-Chief 

Dear Mr. Velella: 

Once again, your editorial policies 
disturb me. I opened the 3 December 
issue of the Connector to see a rebuttal 
by Mr. Robert Moreau of comments 
critical to his 12 November essay. Mr. 


Moreau, after quoting one of the ugli¬ 
est, most vicious anti-Semitic attacks 
that I have yet to see in print, justifies 
it with the fact that it was a quote and 
important to his opinion piece. I point¬ 
ed out to you that his opening para¬ 
graph was totally irrelevant to his opin¬ 
ion piece and therefore, given the 
inflammatory nature of the material, 
should not have been published by 
you. You responded to me with: “.we 
are not at liberty to edit content of sub¬ 
missions to the opinions page.” Yet 
you did not publish my criticism. Is 
that not censorship? Is responding to 
me personally by email not a form of 
censorship since it seemed to permit 
you to avoid publishing my letter? Mr. 
Moreau is then given space in the 
Connector for a rebuttal against: “Last 
Wednesday I heard a group of faculty 
members were angered at the first 
paragraph.” He gets a rebuttal against 
hearsay, slanders his critics by suggest¬ 
ing that they did not read his whole 
article, and yet the critics are silenced. 
I suggest to you that Mr. Moreau, 
whom I have never met, is either 
incompetent to construct a coherent 
essay or a clever essay writer who has 
managed to sneak in vile anti- 
Semitism to our school’s newspaper. 
You, whom I also have never met, are 
either his ally in this ploy or simply 
unable to do your job as an editor. As I 
pointed out to you, there is a line 
between censorship and journalistic 
responsibility, a line that you clearly 
can’t or won’t see. Shame on both of 
you. 

Dean Robert Tamarin 
College of Sciences 


To our readers A Final Explanation 


Michael Luciano 

UML Student 

As you may know, this is the 
Last issue of The Connector 
before winter break and I’d like 
to take the opportunity to thank 
all those who put this periodical 
together week after week as well 
as you. the readers for reading it. 
We on this staff love our work 
and take pride in every last sec¬ 
tion of the paper, especially the 
“Opinions and Letters” section 
w here students, faculty, and staff 
may voice complaints, promul¬ 
gate their anger, give praise, etc. 

I consider myself fortunate 
because I’m able to communi¬ 
cate my thoughts to an entire 
college campus on a weekly 
basis through my column. I, like 
other contributors to “Opinions 
and Letters” try to entertain and 
inform readers using humor, crit¬ 
icism, praise, and other methods. 
Unfortunately it is that section 
which has caused some unrest 
among our reading audience 
because of certain “controver¬ 
sial” and to some, offensive 
columns and letters. It would be 
almost inconceivable for a news¬ 
paper to print opinions without 
offending at least one person. 

We at The Connector uphold 
the ideals of accurate news 
reporting (with the exception of 
a section at the end of this issue 
which is meant as a “gag”) and 
shun obscenity and libel to the 
point where we will not allow it 
to corrupt our print. While we 
may from time to time publish 
an unpopular or offensive opin¬ 
ion piece, we maintain our right 
to do so as long as it is not 
obscene or libelous. It is impor¬ 
tant to remember that the opin¬ 


ions you read and consider in 
this paper are just one person’s 
thoughts and that does not mean 
the author is speaking for our 
staff and certainly not our school. 
We are proud to print contrasting 
sides of an argument because it 
shows diversity in opinion and 
provokes healthy, rational debate 
among those on campus. 

You will notice that I used the 
word ‘consider’ when discussing 
your reading of the opinions we 
print. This ‘considering’ is para¬ 
mount to any society that wishes 
to claim it allows its members 
liberty. In our case, that is the 
liberty to write what you what, 
the liberty to read what you 
want, the liberty to proclaim that 
something you read was false 
and erroneous, or truthful and 
right. All this is ours so long as 
we do not endanger anyone and 
the truth is we have endangered 
no one. 

If you ever find yourself 
offended by or at odds with any¬ 
thing that has appeared in The 
Connector , do not hesitate to 
submit a rebuttal or, if you are 
pleased with anything we have 
done, feel free to commend 
whatever you wish to commend 
and concur with whatever you 
wish to concur with. We are a 
very accessible paper and appre¬ 
ciate all letters and submissions 
no matter what their motives or 
agendas may be. As the political 
philosopher John Stuart Mill 
wrote in his essay. On Liberty , 
“We can never be sure that the 
opinion we are endeavoring to 
stifle is a false opinion; and if 
we were sure, stifling it would 
be an evil still.” From all of us at 
The Connector , have a great 
winter break. 


Rob Velella 


Connector Editor-in-Chief 

Amidst all the feedback with regards to an opin¬ 
ion letter entitled “Stifling Dissent,” printed in the 
Nov. 12 edition of the Connector , it has been rec¬ 
ommended that I personally address the issue that 
arose. 

Robert Moreau, a student who is not affiliated 
with the newspaper or staff, wrote his political 
opinions on the nation of Israel. His point was that 
a person can criticize Israeli government without 
being anti-Semitic. Unfortunately, he used an 
introductory paragraph that quoted a very anti- 
Semitic e-mail, which many found offensive. I 
personally apologize to any member of the 
University community who was offended by the 
harsh words that the introductory paragraph con¬ 
tained. It was not the intent of 
this newspaper to create any hos¬ 
tility towards any religious group 
and it is my understanding that it 
was not the author’s purpose as 
well. 

To reiterate our newspaper pol¬ 
icy for the Opinions page, we do 
not edit letters in any way, be it 
grammar, spelling, or the opin¬ 
ions themselves. We very rarely 
refuse to print letters that come 
to us from the University com¬ 
munity, assuming they stay 
below the 500 word limit; we 
believe that everyone has an 
equal opportunity to say what 
they feel. Obviously, there will 
be exceptions, especially with the 
recent controversy, and more dis¬ 
cretion will be used in the future 
as to what sees print. 

It should also be noted that an 
“unwritten” policy of ours is to 
refrain from printing letters that 
specifically target individual 
members of the University. We 
made exception to the above let¬ 
ters from Dean Tamarin as his 
point of view is important. A bit 
of advice for future opinions 
writers would be to rebut the 
author’s words, rather than the 


BARRACUDA: 

“Wonders” 

Elizabeth Manuel 
Connector Columnist 

Over the period of a lifetime we develop our own 
definition of what music is. We know what we like 
and what we can’t stand. Type casting our favorite 
music into genres of Pop. R&B. Rap. Rock or Jazz 
into a further sub-genres of Mainstream Pop, 
Bubble gum Pop, Techno Pop. Neo soul R&B, 
Indie-Punk, Garage Punk. Hard Rock, and 
Progressive Rock. I am sure I missed quite a few 
but I think you get my point. Music is the founda¬ 
tion many of us live and breath by. It is only a mat¬ 
ter of time before each song become it’s own enti¬ 
ty and sub genre. And there in lies the problem. We 
all know that MTV’ has become the leading cor¬ 
porate sponsor in factory made music and people 
. Since when do they have a say in what is a Hit 
and what is a One Hit Wonder. Hence the fact MTV 
and AOL Time Warner have said time and again 
they will not play or promote anything outside 
of the mainstream. I can’t discriminate against 
them for their honesty. If you find a formula that 
works why not abuse it. Then again why should 
the formula shape how much importance put on 
an artist. 1 am sure Mariah Carey, Justin 
Timberlake and Britney all have great product 
potential and have been congratulated with main¬ 
stream success. Just an educated guess but when 1 
am forty, I know that none of these artists will be in 
my jukebox. So what about the no or one or two 
hit wonders, though some have gone into other 
occupations and others continue to pursue original¬ 
ity. Are they any less important than the main¬ 
stream hit makers of the nineties and now ? I have 
a feeling that most of us have a few guilty pleasures 
tucked away in their CD collection. Why hide your 
own identity behind MTV's version on what is 
important 0 Everything in a neat compact well 
themed, two hour block. 1 think it is time to tell the 
difference between what is popular and what is 
mainstream. .And just for your information I happen 
to have in my CD collection a greatest hits of The 

author himself. Also, be sure to specifically indi¬ 
cate if you want something printed. Journalistic 
standards do not allow us to print without permis¬ 
sion. 

With regards to criticism of our policy, bear in 
mind that we have been developing how to remain 
control over these two pages for several years, 
ever since previous columnists got us into trouble 
rather regularly. Personally, I have been with the 
newspaper for going on ten semesters now, having 
been editor-in-chief for about three semesters 
already, and I am always trying to improve the 
way we do things. We really try to do an A+ job at 
the Connector , so keep your thoughts coming, 
whether it’s about how we do things, or general 
gripes about the world around you. 

Thanks, and we’ll see you next semester. 


“WILD ON" 
SATURDAY’S 


CLUB FUEL 


Women 1/2 off before midnight 

19+ Welcome 

Doors at 9pm 

DJ Mark Doyle, DJ Shiver & Special Guests 
Casual Dress. Free Parking, Low Cover Charge, 
The Best Sound & Lighting around. 

Why go anywhere else!!! 


Above The Blue Shamrock 

105 Market ST Lowell 978-458-1288 

www.FastlaneProductions.net 

X*X+X*X+X+X+X*X+X*X+X+X*X+X*X+X , X*X*X' i X*X'X , X'X , X*’j 
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j VOLUNTEERS NEEDED j 

: FOR STUDY OF ; 

! DIET AND VISION ! 

I STIPEND PAID l 

! STUDY REQUIRES CHANGES IN I 
j DIET, BLOOD SAMPLING, AND SEV- j 
ERAL CLINIC VISITS TO ASSESS 
| VISUAL PERFORMANCE | 

Please contact: Maureen Faul 
* Health and Clinical Sciences 

Maureen Faul@uml.edu 

978-934-4502 

I----__ . J 


As an engineer in 
the U.S. Air Force, 
there’s no telling 
what you’ll work on. 

(Seriously, we can’t tell you.) 


United States Air Force applied 
technology is years ahead of what 
you'll touch in the private sector, and 
as a new engineer you’ll likely be 
involved at the ground level of new and 
sometimes classified developments. 
You'll begin leading and managing 
within this highly respected group 
from day one. Find out what's waiting 
behind the scenes for you in the 
Air Force today. To request more 
information, call 1-800-423-USAF 
or log on to airforce.com. 



U.S. AIR FORCE 

CROSS INTO THE BLUE 


BEST BUY - UTILITIES 
INCLUDED. Walk to 


Wannalancit, IPI, Rec. Center. 3 
room modem apt. Large yard, 
off street parking. So. Campus, 
private cottage, 4 rooms, beauti¬ 
ful dec, yard, off street parking. 
978-458-1131 


Large 2 room studio plus bal¬ 
cony. large 5 room apt. - 
University Ave. Large 6 room 
apt. - Gershom Ave. 4 room cot¬ 
tage, deck, yard, off street park¬ 
ing. Call 978-458-1131 


TOWNHOUSE-3 BDRMS, 1 
1/2 BATHS, KITCH, DINE, 
BASMNT. UNIVERSITY 
VE. CALL STEVE 978-649- 
4033 NGHTS, 781-935-3050 
EXT. 303 DAYS. $1,100.00 
PER MONTH. 


UPM, Inc. 

1 bdrms $700-$925 

2 bdrms $750-$ 1200 

3 bdrms $1200-$ 1300 

4 bdrms $1200-$1400 

Excellent selection. North & 

South campus 
Call Dylan today 
(978) 937-9327 


HELP WANTED 


Attn: UMass Lowell Students 

Holiday break not exciting? 
Make some cash. Build your 
Resume and work with our 
Student team. Call Or apply 
online. 781-890-7667 
www.winterbreakwork.com 


Help Wanted! Earn experi¬ 
ence for your resume, work in a 
professional environment with state 
of the art equipment, learn how a 
real business runs... serve as an 
advertising representative for the 
Connector. Earn commission for 
every advertisement that you sell 
(the only paying job at the 
Connector !). Stop by McGauvran 
347 for more information or leave a 
message at ext. 5015. 


Interviewing Now!!! 

For Holiday Help and winter 
Break Work. $15.50 base- Appt. 
in our busy customer Service 
and sales departs. PT/FT flex. 
Conditions Apply. Start Now or 
After Finals... 781-890-7667 


Positive Image a one-on-one fit¬ 
ness-training studio hiring full 
time trainer in Westford, MA. 
Nat. Certified OR deree in 
health science. Fax resume 978- 
692-4448 or email positiveim- 
agepascual@hotmail.com 


89 Jeep Wrangler Islander 
Edition: 6cyl, 4.2 liter, 4WD, 
5sp, 138K mi, AC, PSPB, 
AM/FM/cass, hard top w/fiill 
steel doors and new soft top, 4 
new tires, $3300/bo, please call 
978-973-2955 


***ACT FAST! Save $$$, get 
Spring Break Discounts!... 

1 888 THINK SUN 
(1-888-844-6578 dept 2626) 
www.spmgbreakdiscounts.coin 


UML T-shirts! Very simple and 
cheap way to show your school 
pride! Dark blue shirts with 
white “UML” emblem. Only 
$10! Call ex. 5009 for more 
information! 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Fraternities - Sororities - 
Clubs - Student Groups 

Earn $ 1,000-$2,000 this semes¬ 
ter with a proven 
CampusFundraiser 3 hour 
fundraising event. Our pro¬ 
grams make fundraising easy 
with no risks. Fundraising 
dates are filling quickly, so get 
with the program quickly! It 
works. Contact 
CampusFundraiser at 
(888) 923-3238 , or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com 


TRAVEL 


n\ SPRING BREAK 
OPERATOR! 

AWESOME deals on packages 
with FREE meal plans for 
Cancun & Jamaica, book 
by October 31st Call us 
today 1-866-273-2500 
www.vagabondtours.com 


#1 Spring Break Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, Mazatlan, Florida, 
SPadre. 110% Best Prices! 
Book Now & get Free Parties 
& Meals! Group Discounts. 
Now Hiring Campus Reps! 
1-800-234-7007 
endlesssummertours.com 


#1 Spring Break 
Look no further!! 

2 Free Trips / Free Parties 
w/ MTV. Free Meals / Drinks 
Hottest Destinations @ Lowest 
Prices. Caribbean, Mexico, 
Florida, Padre 
Most Reliable Company 
www.sunsplashtours.com 


1-800-426-7710 


Acapulco Cancun Jamaica 
Bahamas Florida 



SPRING BREAK 2003! The 

ultimate vacation. FREE 
FOOD, FREE DRINKS! REPS 
WANTED! Reserve your trip 
online at StudentCity.com 
today. For more info call 
1-800-293-1445 


SPRING BREAK INSANITY! 
WWW.INTER-CAMPUS.COM 
OR CALL 1-800-327-6013 
GUARANTEED LOWEST 
PRICES. HOTTEST DESTINA¬ 
TIONS - FREE MEALS AND 
DRINKS! CANCUN, 
JAMAICA, FLORIDA AND 
BAHAMAS PARTY CRUISE! 
OUR SEVENTEENTH YEAR! 
REPS WANTED - FREE TRIPS! 


SPRING BREAK is now spon¬ 
sored by Student Express! 4, 5, 
& 7 night Spring Break vaca¬ 
tions to Cancun, Acapulco, 
Mazatlan, S. Padre, Jamaica, 
Florida, Bahamas and las Vegas. 
#1 parties with exclusive 
appearances by DJ SKRIBBLE 
and SHAGGY!! Reliable air and 
hotel. Book NOWget $30 rebate 
PLUS 2 for 1 MEAL PLANS. 
Call 800-787-3787 or visit 
www.studentexpress.com for 
details. Starting at S439!!!! 


USA Spring Break Presents 
Spring Break 2003 
Campus Reps Wanted 
Earn 2 free trips for 15 people 
Cancun Bahamas, Mazatlan, 
Jamaic, Acapulco, South Padre 
and Florida 

Call Toll Free 1-877-460-6077 

www.usaspringbreak.com 



\GGEST PARTIES! 
ABSOLUTE BEST PRICES! J 


I-«00-2:i 1-7007 

www.ENDLESSsurotnerTOURS.com 


High Life, from page 4. 

I actually get some amuse¬ 
ment out of hearing Pat 
Robertson tell me I’m going 
straight to Hell. He believes 
he’s going to heaven because 
of what he says and does, so to 
be safe, I make sure to not to 
follow his example. The way I 
see it, a heaven with Pat 
Robertson is worse than any¬ 
thing Satan has to offer. 


The 


OFFERING 


(UMass Lowell’s Literary Journal) 

FINAL WEEK TO SUBMIT 
All entries are due Friday, Dec. 13 


Entries may come from students, faculty, or staff. 

We will accept poetry, short stories, essays, as well as black and 
white artwork and photography. Please drop off submissions at the 
English department office, O’Leary Library 4th Floor. 

More specific details are available at www.uml.edu/dept/english/offering guidelines.html 
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The Shelf: 

Ne~* CD releases for December I Oth: 

Phish 

Round Room 

Aaliyah 

ICare4U 

Whitney Houston 
Just Whitney (Ronus 
DVD) 

Vr* D\D releases for December I Oth: 

Rack to the Future: 
The Complete 
Trilogy (Widescreen, 
3 Discs) 

The Crocodile 
Hunter: Collision 
Course 

Minority Report (2 
Discs) 

\V* mo\ ie releases for December / 8th 

Lord of the Rings: 

The Two Towers 

Woo! TWO WHOLE TOW¬ 
ERS! Heh, it’s way better than 
just one tower. Actually folks, 
this looks awesome. Gandalf 
comes back to help the recently 
separated Fellowship in their 
fight against Sauron and his 
evil minions. 

Gangs of Hew York 

A Martin Scorsese film about 
Irish and Italian gangsters in 
New York during the 1860’s. 

Two Weeks Hotice 

It’s your typical Hugh Grant 
movie. The English guy falls in 
love with the American woman 
w ho is below his economic 
class. In this one, the woman is 
his secretary. *Yawn*... maybe 
you like Hugh? 

The 25th Hour 

Edward Norton, a soon-to-be 
incarcerated drug-dealer, looks 
for the best way to make the 
most out of the one day before 
his seven-year sentence begins. 



countdown: 


Weeks until the next 
Connector: only 5 
more weeks!!! 

Compiled by Assistant A&E editor, 
Mike Ellison 


Leary plus Buscemi equals Double Crappy 



Photo courtesy IMDh 

Dennis Leary, left, and Steve Buscemi, right, co-star in this crappy crappy 
movie. No really, you can rent it if you don’t beleive us. 


Rob Velella 
Connector Editor 

When you see a movie that stars 
Denis Leary, Elizabeth Hurley and 
Steve Buscemi, you may think 
you're in for some great entertain¬ 
ment. Just double-check and make 
sure that the title isn't Double 
Whammy because if it is, it’s 
absolute crap. 

The Tom DiCillo film, available 
for rental as of Dec. 31, considers 
itself a “crime comedy,” following 
the tradition of Get Shorty , Pulp 
Fiction , and others. The difference 
is that this film is terrible. There’s 
really very little of entertainment 
value in this 93-minute film. 

Denis Leary plays Ray Pluto, a detective 
who blames himself for the accidental death 
of his wife and infant daughter. He’s got real¬ 
ly bad luck, as in the opening scene his back 
goes out as he attempts to stop a guy from 
mass murdering people in a fast food restau¬ 
rant. He’s upstaged when some brat kid picks 
up Pluto’s gun and makes short work of the 
killer. Now the laughing stock of the police 
department, along with his ambiguously gay 
partner (Steve Buscemi), Pluto seeks help for 
his back problem. 


He finds a great chiropractor in Elizabeth 
Hurley, and for no apparent reason whatsoev¬ 
er, the two hook up. Because a guy who’s 
being made fun of on national television for 
his bad luck is just so likely to get it on with 
a woman as hot as Hurley. Don’t worry, 
though - Pluto does the unthinkable and 
dumps her later in the movie. 

Amidst this story about Pluto, there's one 
about the landlord of an apartment complex 
(played by Traffic's Luis Guzman) whose 
daughter hires dimwitted assassins to kill him 
for not allowing her to get a tattoo to impress 


her friends. He survives, but the 
attempt on his life happens in 
the apartment complex where 
Pluto happens to live. Because 
Pluto failed to thwart yet anoth¬ 
er killer, his reputation sinks 
even lower. 

Also in that same apartment 
complex are two twenty-some¬ 
thing guys who wear hideously 
bright-colored suits as they 
attempt to write a crime movie 
screenplay. Those two (which 
include Donald Faison of Scrubs 
and Clueless) are just so ridicu¬ 
lous that they're hardly worth 
mentioning. Just take my word 
for it that their story ties into all 
the other parts of the movie. 

By the end of the movie, Pluto is still a 
loser detective, despite a promotion. The 
landlord never realizes his daughter wants 
him dead. The two snazzy dressers trying to 
write a screenplay are still complete idiots. 
The one redeeming quality seems to be Liz 
Hurley making the sexiest chiropractor ever, 
but it certainly doesn’t save this movie from 
utter failure. 

Not even the title of Double Whammy real¬ 
ly makes much sense, but here are my two 
whammies: don't rent it, and don't watch it. 


College book mixes alcohol and humor 


Rob Velella _ 

Connector Editor 

Steve Hofstetter is attempting to extend the 
fun of his college years in his book Student 
Body Shots: A Sarcastic Look at the Best 4-6 
Years of Your Life , but he really misses the 
mark. A weekly columnist and Columbia 
University graduate, Hofstetter presents a 
first-hand point of view via random musings 
and observations about the stereotypical col¬ 
lege experience. 

It really sucks that I have to tear apart this 
book that’s supposed to be light-hearted and 
funny, but here we go anyway... 

The book is scattered with really great 
remarks about the college experience, and I 
often found myself shaking my head as I hap¬ 
pily muttered, “It’s so true! I really do hate 


when my parents help me move into the 
dorm!” But, to be honest, these laughs are few 
and far between, wedged between some real¬ 
ly stupid comments like, “I heard someone 
say ‘Boys will be boys.’ Good - otherwise 
they’d have been named wrong.” Ugh. 

Besides just really stupid “observational 
humor” comments, Hofstetter assumes that 
his college experience is the ultimate college 
experience. My years at UMass Lowell have 
consisted of slightly more than alcohol, 
boobs, alcohol, a cappella groups, more alco¬ 
hol, sex and immeasurably large amounts of 
alcohol. Maybe I don’t get out enough. 

Another big problem is just how insulting it 
is. In less than 100 pages, he insults the crap 
out of college administration, football teams, 
RAs (he includes a song about his fantasy to 
kill his RA), overweight people, Greeks, and 
students in general. Very unfunny stuff. 


Either way. the bottom line is that Student 
Body Shots just doesn't catch the essence of 
the typical college experience. It, in fact, glo¬ 
rifies the super-party lifestyle, and reading the 
book itself is just one long alcohol-induced 
haze filled with quality fart jokes and com¬ 
ments bordering sexual harassment... and 
you don’t really need to be in college for that. 

I will admit that I agree with some portions 
of the book. His comments on Instant 
Messenger, student sleep habits, and those 
stupid web sites all college kids find 
(“Weeeeee! Gonads and strife!”) made me 
laugh out loud a few times. 

I’d recommend the book for any drunks in 
the college crowd. Maybe the book will teach 
you a lesson about sobering up so you don’t 
end up like this guy. It’s available for about 
$12 from Trafford Publishing’s web site, 
www.trafford.com. 


Chris Johnson of Autopilot Off 


Kara Baker 

Connector Staff 


Recently at the Autopilot Off show at the 
Palladdium, I had the opportunity to sit down 
with the singer and guitarist, Chris Johnson. 



Courtesy of autopiloloff.com 

Chris Johnson, pictured above, of Autopilot Off 
recently sat down with Assitant Arts and 
Entertainment Editor, Kara Baker 


-What bands are you most influenced by? 

A: Definitely Green Day, Foo 

Fighters...Lagwagon was a big one, NOFX 
was a big one, Snapcase was one...a whole lot 
of bands, but those are probably the biggest 
ones. 

-Where do you see the band in 5-10 years 
(or where do you hope to see yourselves?) 

A: Still making records and touring. 
Hopefully, in the next five years, we’ll have a 
couple points in our belt, in the next ten, a 
couple more, and just keep doing it...get bet¬ 
ter at it, write better songs, keep improving, 
you know? -What advice do you give to aspir¬ 
ing musicians or even those who want to work 
behind the scenes in the music industry? Is it 
all about connections? 

A: Basically (laughs). Part of it is definite¬ 
ly making connections, but the other part is 
how hard you go after it, how much you play. 
It depends. I don’t know about the other side 
of it, like the business side, but I guess it 
would be how many shows you go to or bands 
you meet. It is the people you meet; it’s how 
diligent you are at pursuing it. It’s a combina¬ 


tion of the two. 

-How do you feel being on a major label, as 
opposed to many of the indies your contem¬ 
poraries belong to? 

A: I don’t really see a difference, honestly. 
The size of the label’s different; they have 
more resources, but they don’t put any differ¬ 
ent pressures on us or make us do anything 
that an indie label wouldn’t. I don't know 
how other indie labels work, but at least as far 
as ours goes, we get to do our own thing and 
they just support us, and that’s the same as an 
indie relationship works. 

-Can you give us any information pertain¬ 
ing to the new album ? 

A: There’s no working title yet, but I think 
you’ll hear songs that are very similar to the 
EP songs and then you’ll hear some songs 
that are a little more progressive, I think, but 
still in the same vein. It’s not going to be like 
space rock or anything like that (grins). It’s 
not going to be Pink Floyd or anything, but 
it’s gonna be straight ahead like we always 
are, but there’s gonna be a little variation, 
hopefully a little growth. 
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CD reviews for short attention spans 



Elton John’s 
Greatest Hits 1970-2002 

Rosalind Wyma n 
Connector Staff 

Elton John, one of the 
greatest rock artists of all time, released his 
greatest hits on two CDs plus one bonus disk on 
Nov. 12. His greatest hits disks have all of his 
best work over the last 32 years featuring 22 
top 10 songs like, “Crocodile Rock,” “Bennie 
and the Jets,” “Can You Feel the Love 
Tonight,” and my personal favorite, “Goodbye 
Yellow Brick Road.” 

I was very happy with them. But then a trag¬ 
ic thing happened...! listened to the bonus disk. 

1 was still feeling good about the set until 1 
heard: “Live Like Horse” with Elton John and 
Luciano Pavarotti. You read it right. He sang 
with the Italian opera star, Pavarotti. The whole 
song is just a chaotic mess that was a mistake 
for both artists. 

The greatest hits are just that, but make sure 
you crush the bonus disk before you do any¬ 
thing else so you don’t have to go through the 
torturous hell that I did while listening to it. 



Stone Sour 
Stone Sour 

Justin Goolsby 

Connector Editor 

This quintet from the 
plains of Iowa consists of Corey Taylor, James 
Root, Josh Rand, Shawn Economaki, and Joel 
Ekman. Diehard Slipknot fans may be disap¬ 
pointed at the “softer side” of Stone Sour after 
hearing their number one single, “Bother,” off 
their self-entitled album and the Spiderman 
soundtrack. 

Being a ‘Knot fan myself, I decided to check 
out Stone Sour and see if Corey’s band could 
live up to my expectations. With tracks like 
“Orchids,” “Cold Reader,” and “Blotter,” I was 
taken away into the beat of this hard rock 
rhythm. The crew of Stone Sour integrates an 
awesome melody into their songs that hooks 
into you, only making you want to listen more. 
This CD had a good mix of fast paced heavy 
metal (“Get Inside”) and soulful hard rock 
(“Bother”.) This is definitely a band worth 
checking out. 



Andy Stochansky 
Five Star Motel 

Robert Harris Blatt 
Connector Editor 

Five Star Motel is the 
latest from the ex -Ani- 
DiFranco drummer. The album is a grouping of 
pleasant songs that echo of the style of the 
modem rock genre. Stochansky’s voice has a 
strange similarity to U2’s Bono on the record¬ 
ing. The songs aren’t particularly good or par¬ 
ticularly bad either. A happy-bouncy album 
that’s geared toward the fan of quieter music 
that doesn’t build up to anything. 

Five Star Motel is Stochansky’s third solo 
album, and while it has gotten positive reviews 
in the press, I can’t understand why. The album 
is filled with songs that sound as if written to 
sell albums. 

The style, which is bouncy and happy also 
cries of mediocrity in it’s song writing as well. 



Def Leppard 

X 

Robert Harris Blatt 
Connector Editor 

The rock gods return 
with Y, an album chock full of new songs. Joe 
Elliot’s signature wail is prevalent on this 
album of songs that range from modem rock to 
Leppard’s signature sound from Hysteria and 
Pyromania. The stand out song is definitely 
“Four Letter Word,” which could have been 
released alongside songs such as “Photograph” 
and “Pour Some Sugar on Me.” 

While “Four Letter Word” is an example of a 
great Def Leppard song, the rest of the album is 
filled with examples of songs which are NOT 
great Def Leppard songs. 

A “modem rock” feel is applied to the 
Leppard style. An attempt to add an “electron 
ic” feel. 

Pretty damn disappointing overall. 


All covers courtesy of respective record labels 


Lost Vegas 





\ 


' 


Photo by Peter Saati 

Pictured above, a member of the Divas Las 
Vegas at the Evos Arts Institute last weekend. 


Peter Saati 

Connector Staff 

In a world already full of so many 
ambiguities, “The Lost Vegas Divas” did 
nothing to assist in clarifying any of 
them. On Oct. 24, The Miracle Provider’s 
Northeast Inc. gave Lowell a glam-filled 


Divas Cut a 

benefit night...in drag. 

As I walked into the newly renovated 
Evos Art Institute and Tavern on Middle 
Street, nothing seemed out of place or 
otherwise irregular. After stepping past 
the satin curtains into the hall all that 
changed, however. 

The show was comprised of musical 
acts. Most performed in drag, while 
some, in the traditional Vegas style were 
by performers in tuxedos. Our hosts how¬ 
ever, “Emma Man” and “Amanda Stray” 
saw to it that there was not a moment of 
empty air between acts. They routinely 
interacted with four women seated next to 
me in the front. “If you have plans for 
any of our ‘girls’ you’ll have to answer to 
us!” 

With the exception of “Cher,” who per¬ 
formed all her favorites and was obvious¬ 
ly a professional, the show* was com¬ 
prised of amateurs who concocted their 
own image and stage names. “Crystal 
Vase” stunned us with show tunes, 

“Latrina Flush” wowed us with a super 
slow strip tease, “Miss rt. 313 2002” paid 
homage to American Idol winner Kelly 
Clarkson by performing “A Moment Like 
This.” 


The New Folk Implosion 


Jennifer McDowell 

Connector Contributor 


Anyone remember that band Folk 
Implosion from the mid-nineties? You 
know, that song “Natural One” that was in 
the movie “Kids”? 

Front man, creator, and poetic song¬ 
writer Lou Barlow has returned with a new 
band accompanying a totally new sound. 
The new Folk Implosion’s first CD, aptly 
called The New Folk Implosion , hit music 
stores this fall. After playing solo for a cou¬ 
ple years, Barlow formed the new Folk 
Implosion with Imad Wasif and Russel 
Pollard in 2001. The new album incorpo¬ 
rates acoustic and electric pieces to forge 
an overall well-done CD that is chock-full- 
o-angst. 

I have to admit that upon first listening to 
the CD, I wasn’t very excited about it. I 
thought of it as just another set of songs that 
some guy wrote after he got old and his 
wicked awesome band broke up, and now he 
was just trying to salvage a ship that sank 
way too deep into the mud on the ocean 
floor. However, the dream-like quality of the 
songs and the sincere lyrics drew me in. 

The first song, “Fuse,” was an excellent 
choice for the first track. It is slightly more 
upbeat than most of the songs (if you can 


even call them “upbeat”), but still represen¬ 
tative of the rest of the album. My favorite 
part of the song is the last minute or so, 
which consists of hard metal riffs (much like 
those played by the best band ever—Guns n’ 
Roses). 

My favorite song on the album is 
“Creature of Salt” because the words inte¬ 
grated better with the music in this song than 
any other song on the CD. One can actually 
separate the emotions felt as Barlow wrote 
the song, and the music consists of both 
acoustic and electric guitar sounds, creating 
a Pearl Jam-like feel. 

If you are looking for the old, seductive 
sound of Folk Implosion in the new band, 
you will be looking for an eternity. The 
funky, hip-shaking sauciness has been 
replaced by passionate outpourings of the 
heart and mind. If you like slow, melodic, 
ethereal sounds that can either put you to 
sleep, confuse you, or bring you to tears, this 
album is for you.Until the end of November, 
Lou Barlow was touring solo. A Folk 
Implosion tour is supposedly happening 
sometime later this winter and into early 
spring of 2003. Rumors are that old Folk 
Implosion songs will also be played on tour, 
so if you are discouraged with the new 
album, don't let it keep you away from a live 
show. 


Rug for a Good Cause 


Miracle Provider’s Northeast Inc. 
works directly with AIDS Services for the 
Monadnock Region, Southern NH AIDS 
Task Force, and Catholic Charities AIDS 
Outreach Center based here in Lowell. 
Every dollar raised from the cabaret went 
to buy Christmas presents for 150 very 
special children infected with HIV/AIDS, 
50 of which live in Lowell. Many of 
these children come from socio-economi- 
cally depressed families, and would not 
have Christmas with out the Miracle 
Provider’s. 

In addition to giving these children a 
Christmas, through their fundraisers. 


Miracle Provider's is able to send 25 to 
30 New England children to a summer 
camp for children affected by HIV/AIDS. 
For two weeks every summer they may 
walk and talk with other kids their own 
age, go canoeing, and hike without fear of 
stigmatization. For many of these chil¬ 
dren this camp is the reason they take 
their medicine faithfully and try to stay 
healthy, so that they may see their friends 
once again at camp. 

For those of you donating to charities 
this holiday season, this one is as worth¬ 
while as they come. For more informa¬ 
tion, please visit www.mpsnortheast.com. 



leonardo tom 

dicaprio hanks 


The true story 

of a real fake. 
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The Fox Common 

Photos by Gerard Grover 


This week: don't miss the last Common 

show of the semester! 


Winter!est takes over the Fox Hall Common 



Looking for a Mind Numbing Experience After Finals? 


Sarah Fahey 

Connector Staff 

No, I am not suggesting illegal sub¬ 
stances. I am however suggesting taking in 
a funny movie that doesn’t require much 
thought. 

Do you like movies where people fall 
down? Do you enjoy movies with strip 
clubs, and funny weed smoking rafikis? 
Love it when the most popular girl in high 
school gets hers, and then learns a lesson. 

The Hot Chick has a name that should 
make every male on campus eager to see 
it, but don’t be fooled ladies, former heart 
throb Matt Lawrence is back and looking 
better than ever. The medley make up of 
this film is ingenious...I mean come on, 
Adam Sandler is labeled as “the weed 


guy” in the credits, Michelle Branch is the 
DJ, and even Tia and Tamera Mowry 
( Sister, Sister stars) pop up here and there. 
Some beautiful new faces to watch for are 
Rachel McAdams who plays the spoiled, 
typical suburban cheerleader, and Eric 
Christian Olsen who plays the womaniz¬ 
ing football player. 

Anna Farris combined with Rob 
Schneider, acting out a plot by screen 
writer/producer Tom Brady was what 
made the comedy as sweet and funny as 
great films like Van Wilder and Mrs. 
Doubffire. Happy Gilmore Productions 
know nothing but success. 

Take a break this weekend from study¬ 
ing and catch The Hot Chick at the local 
Cineplex. It really does take very little 
brain energy and it tremendously funny. 



Got raid? ‘They Crawl’ 
goes straight to video 

Robert Henderson 

Connector Staff 

The not so hit movie They Crawl is coming to DVD. If you want 
heart pounding action and a truly incredible horror film... rent some¬ 
thing else. The film features Beverly Hills 90210’s Daniel Cosgrove, 
who plays an Army Ranger who could be beaten up by geeky bio stu¬ 
dents (no offence to any geeky bio students reading this). Co-staring 
in this “creepy” movie is Mickey Rouke who plays a tough-as-nails 
cop. Together they investigate odd deaths that seemingly have no 
connection. 

The movie is at its best when the odd duo searches around for clues 
about the murders. It has a creepy X-Files feel to it. It loses these brief 
moments of goodness when you see the obviously computer generat¬ 
ed cockroaches swarm and consume their victims. The worst example 
of this is when they attacked an old exterminator. Not only did the 
bugs looks cheesy, but half way through the man’s agonizing screams 
he stops and a completely different scream is played as a voice over. 
If I’m not mistaken the scream was used in another movie (maybe 
either one of the Alien movies or Hellraiser). 

The only thing that was worse than that part of the movie was when 
the bugs, pulling something right out of a Power Puff Girls episode, 
combine together to form a very large killer cockroach. 

To compare it to other, better known movies. I’d say that it’s part 
Arachnophobia and part Murder by Numbers; only it isn’t as good as 
Arachnophobia and isn’t as bad as Murder by Numbers. It has its 
redeeming moments and it comes very close to being a decent movie. 

The coroner in the film adds great comic relief and is quite a pleas¬ 
ant character to watch. The fact that the two characters do NOT have 
a pointless steamy sex screen is a refreshing change from other 
movies that try to make up for their lack of creativity with boobs. 
Over all, the movie is not worth buying, but if the local video store is 
out of the movies you want to see, pick it up and give it a look. Just 
make sure it’s your buddy that ends up paying for it. 
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Upcoming 
River Hawk Games 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 


Sports 


Tue. 12/10 @ St. Anselm. 5:30 p.m. 
Sat. 12/14 @ C.W. Post, 2 p.m. 


December 10, 2002 



MEN’S BASKETBALL 

Tue. 12/10 @ St. Anselm, 7:30 p.m. 
Fri. 12/13 vs. Adelphi, 7 p.m. 

INDOOR TRACK 

Sat. 12/14 @ Tufts University 

River Hawk Scores 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
12/4 - Stonehill 51,UML 49 
12/7 - Bentley 78, UML 66 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
12/4-UML 71, Stonehill 46 
12/7-UML 72, Bentley 57 

ICE HOCKEY 

12/6 - UML 3, St Lawrence 2 
1277-UML 3.Clarkson 0 


Lowell 

Rebekah Giordano 
Connector Editor 

On Wednesday, Dec. 4, 
the UMass Lowell men’s 
basketball team blasted past 
Stonehill, 71-46 at Merkert 
Gymnasium. 

Leading the River 
Hawks in their victory was 
Elad Inbar, who tallied 
eight rebounds, three assists 
and a season-high of 21 
points. Junior Dana Jones 
registered 14 points and 
five rebounds while James 
Whyte accumulated 13 
points and five rebounds. 

Stonehilfs only player 
to register double digits was 
Marquis Taylor with 16 
points. Taylor also grabbed 


Stonehill, 71-46 


stones 


eight rebounds 

The River Hawks closed 
out the first half with a 22-4 
run. Ty Brunson led UMass 
Lowell in the run with 
seven points. The first stan¬ 
za ended 29-26, in favor of 
UMass Lowell. 

UMass Lowell shot .647 
in the second half while 
Stonehill only shot .290 
from the floor. The River 
Hawks took off at the 
beginning of the second 
half with a 22-4 run to 
secure the win. During the 
run Jones chipped in two 
three-pointers and two free 
throws, while Inbar and 
Whyte chipped in five 
points each. 


River Hawks out fly the Falcons 


Elizabeth Manuel 
Connector Staff 

The UMass Lowell men’s basketball team made a 
strong entrance and exit Saturday, Dec.7, with a win by 
15 points over the Bentley College Falcons. 

The Falcons did not seem ready for the River Hawks 
in the first half. They made three fouls within the first 
five minutes of the game and then their strategy seem to 
change into tripping themselves when ever they could to 
gain points and steal the ball. A few fans at die game 


began to call Bentley “Fake a Fall Falcons,” 
which at the time seemed correct. 

Elad Inbar compiled 16 points and 11 
rebounds, while and Uri Grunwald dished out 
15 points. Rounding out UMass Lowell was 
Ty Brunson who collected eight rebounds and 
Dana Jones by chipping in 12 points. 

All in all a very eventful game ending Elad takes a shot Saturday at Costello Gym. 
score 72- 57 in favor of UMass Lowell. The - 


Photo by Greg Adams 


River Hawks become 4-0 overal and in the NE-10, while 

Bentley falls 3-3 overall and 2-2 in the NE-10. 


UML's next game is at Saint Anselm College on Dec. 

10 at 7:30 p.m. and will be webcast live at www.north¬ 
east 10.org. 


Hockey comes back strong 



At 7:13 of the second, sophomore defenseman Peter 
Tormey scored his first collegiate goal to make the score 
2-0, UML. Tormey was assisted by Geoff Schomogyi 
and Andrew Martin 

St. Lawrence answered with two goals of their own, 
only 1:09 apart, tying the game. Both goals were scored 
by Blair Clarence, the first of which was a power play 
goal. 

The teams went into the second intermission in a 2-2 
deadlock. Elias Godoy broke the deadlock for good at 
4:30 of the third. Receiving the puck in the neutral zone, 
Godoy weaved past a St. Lawrence defender and beat 
the goaltender far post. Godoy’s goal, assisted by 
Stephen Slonina and Josh Reed, 
sparked a fire under the Hawks. 
Dominic Smart earned the win with 
23 saves 

On Saturday Night, Lowell blanked 
Clarkson 3-0, while Chris Davidson 
earned his first shutout of the season. 
Senior captain Ed McGrane got the 
River Hawks on the board nine min¬ 
utes into the second, knocking in a 
shot from in front of the net. Danny 
O'Brien and Peter Tormey assisted on 
the play. 

At 12:32 Mark Concannon beat 
Clarkson netminder Mike Walsh 
stickside to put UML up 2-0. Stephen 
Slonina and Chris Davidson assisted 
on the play. Lowell finished it off 
with one more goal at 11:20 into the 
third. Mark Concannon was dragged 
down while trying to break in to take 
a shot and Steve Slonina picked up 
the loose puck to finish off the goal. 

The River Hawks face off next on 
Dec. 28 against Vermont at the Auld 
Lang Syne Classic held by 
Dartmouth. Dec. 28 and 29. 


Photo by Ryan Jansen 


Ryan Jansen 
Connector Staff 

Friday night, Dec. 6, the UMass Lowell River Hawks 
snapped a five game winless streak with a 3-2 win over 
St. Lawrence. 

According to Coach Blaise MacDonald, the team has 
“certainly played a lot of games this season that were 
better than tonight, but we have come up on the wrong 
side of the ledger. Tonight we did not play our best, but 
we managed a win.” 

UMass-Lowell took a 1-0 lead at 14:10 of the first 
period with a goal from Mark Concannon. Concannon 


received a pass from Jeramie Domish in the neutral zone 
and skated in on St. Lawrence’s netminder. The goalie 
made the initial save but Concannon tapped in the 
rebound. 

Lowell carried the 1-0 lead into the first intermission 
and started the second with a 5-3 power play thanks to a 
St. Lawrence penalty for shooting the puck after the 
whistle to Jack O’Brien (2 minute minor and 10 minute 
misconduct) at the 20 minute mark of the first period. St 
Lawrence was then late to return to the ice after the 
intermission and was assessed another two minute 
minor, but Lowell was unable to capitalize on the 5-on-3 
opportunity. 


Niklas Storm and Mark Pandolfo take on a Golden Knight of Clarkson University, Saturday night at the Tsongas Arena. 

























Rebekah Giordano 
Connector Editor 

The UMass Lowell River 
Hawks were defeated by 
Bentley College. 78-66. on 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at Costello 
Gym. 

Meghan Hamilton led the 
UMass Lowell by registering 
18 points. Supporting the River 
Hawks were Itxaso 
Mallaviaberrena, with 14 
points, and Jelena Spiric, with 
12 points and seven steals. 

Bentley Falcon Becky 
Davidson scored a career high 
of 25 points to put them past 
the River Hawks. In the first 
half, Bentley shot .737 from 
the floor, as UMass Lowell 
only connect one-third of their 
shots. Leading at the half was 
Bentley, 37-26. 

The River Hawks had a 
slight come back at the beginning of 
the second half with a 17-4 run bring¬ 
ing the score to 43-41, Lowell. Spiric 
led UMass Lowell in the run with six 
points and two steals. Lowell improved 
their shooting to percentage to .472, but 
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UML falls to Bentley Indoor track at 


Husky Carnival 


Meghan Hamilton goes for a lay-up. 


that was not enough and Bentley shot 
.579 from the floor in the second. 

The loss brings UMass Lowell’s 


Robert Harris Blatt 
Connector Editor 

Northeastern University hosted the third 
annual Husky Carnival this past Saturday, 
Dec. 7, during which the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell River Hawk men’s 
and women's track and field team turned in 
some impressive performances. 

Karen Cloutier placed first in the 800 
meter run with a time of 2:19.23. Danielle 
Joyce placed tenth with 2:28.74. 

In the women’s 55 meter hurdles Jill 
Thibodeau placed forth with an impressive 
8.75. 

Caitlin McCarthy placed seventh in the 
women’s 500 meter run with 1:20.56. 
Placing eighth in the women’s 1000 meter 
Photo by Greg Adams mn was Lj z Gorecki placed eighth with a 
time of 3:17.57. The women’s 4x200 relay 
team placed seventh with an overall time of 
1:53.82, while the 4x400 meter relay team 
placed second with a time of 3:58.95. 

In the women’s high jump, Jess Bouchard 


record to 2-3 overall, and 1-2 in the 
Northeast-10. The River Hawks take on placed fourth, jumping five feet. Jaclyn 
Saint Anselm, Tuesday, Dec. 10 at 5:30 Perrin jumped 9’6” in the women’s pole 


p.m. 



BE PART 
OF THE 
ACTION! 


BLUE FAN GROUP 

• Hockey Season Ticket 

• Basketball Season Ticket 

• River Hawk T-Shirt 

• Savings of over 75%! 

JOIN FOR ONLY $20! 


The T-Shirt will serve as your season ticket. 
Wear it to a Hockey and/or Basketball game 
and get in FREE! To sign up for the Blue Fan 
Group stop by Costello Gym Room 303 located 
on North Campus 


GoRivetHawkfi.corn 


97?-9 24--HAWK 



vault, placing fifth. 

Shannon Seidel placed fifth in the 
women’s long jump, jumping 4.99 meters. In 
women’s shot put. Heather Oldham threw for 
third place with a distance of 13.38 meters. 


The men’s 200 meter had an impressive 
showing from the River Hawks. Cyrus 
Newbegin placed second with a time of 
22.54 and Tim Sacino placed seventh with a 
time of 22.92. 

The 400 meter dash had three members of 
the River Hawks placing in the top ten. 

Doug Marcoux and Jason Paige placed sec¬ 
ond and third with the times of 49.44 and 
49.88 seconds, respectively. Ryan Leger 
placed fifth with 50.42 and John Drinkwater 
placed tenth with a time of 51.63. 

The men’s 5000 meter run had more 
impressive standings with the River Hawks 
taking half of the top ten positions. Carl 
Mease, Jon Murphy, Kevin Alliette, Patrick 
Morasse, Nate Jenkins placed second with 
14:35.54, third with 14:51.20, fifth at 
14:54.00, seventh-15:03.60, and tenth at 
15:10.40, respectively. 

Justin Hetu and Jeff Meehan placed fifth 
and seventh with times of 8.13 and 8.38. 

With a time of 3:24.74 the River Hawks 
“A” team placed third in the 4x400 meter 
relay. Mike 

Shaw cleared a 13 feet pole vault to place 
tenth overall. In the men’s long jump, Wally 
Sacco and Jeff Meehan placed fifth with 
6.68 meters and seventh with 6.44 meters. 

The River Hawks next meet will be on 
Dec. 14, at Tuft University. 


SKI REPORT 

Conditions at some of the Northeast’s top resorts as of Sun. 12/8/02: 

Brian Lewandowski 

Connector Staff 


New’ Hampshire: 

Attitash Bear Peak 
Bretton Woods 

Surface Conditions 

PP/LSGR 

PP/PDR 

Open Terrain 

10/70 

35/75 

Lifts Oneratine 

4/12 

4/9 

Loon Mountain 

PP/HP 

19/49" 

4/10 

Maine 

Sunday River 

PP/HP 

60/128 

10/18 

Vermont 

Killington/Pico 

PP/PDR 

135/200 

19/31 

Massachusetts 

Jimmy Peak 

PP 

20/40 

3/8 


IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 

Nights, WeekendsAnd Days 
(some weekends required) 

YEAR ROUND 

$9.00/hr to start 

Overtime available in January 
Taking Inventory in Retail Stores 

No Experience / Paid Training 
Advancement Opportunities 
Must be 18 years or older 
Access to reliable transportation required 

RGIS Inventory Specialists 

Visit our Website: rgisinv.com 

1-888-242-RGIS or 1-800-814-8084 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

Students are welcome to work 
during your Holiday break! 


Conditions and opening status from individual resort websites 

Ski team gets ready 
for another season 


Mike Kerver 
Connector Contributor 

The University of 
Massachusetts Lowell ski team 
begins another season of compe¬ 
tition with a slalom race on Jan. 
11 at Bromely Mt., Vermont. 

The team competes in the 
ECSC’s (Eastern Collegiate Ski 
Conference) Thompson 
Division. UMass Lowell faces 
Amherst College, Boston 
University, Connecticut College, 
Green Mountain College, Holy 


Cross College, Northeastern 
University, Trinity, Tufts 
University, and Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in twelve 
regular season competitions that 
include six slalom races and six 
giant slalom races. 

The UMass Lowell ski team is 
a club sport offering ski racers 
an opportunity to compete at the 
collegiate level and others a 
chance to learn how to ski race. 
The club accepts all ability lev¬ 
els but intermediate skiing abili¬ 
ty is encouraged since all train- 


MEN AND WOMEN 
AGES 18+. GET CASH FOR 
MARKET RESEARCH STUDIES. 
NO SELLING. LOCAL COMPANY. 

Call 1-800-734-5688 


ing and racing is conducted on 
blue square or black diamond 
terrain. This year we have a full 
men’s team with 10 competitors 
and struggling women’s team 
with only 3 competitors. 

Jan. 5-10 will be spent in 
North Conway, NH for training 
at Wildcat Mt. before the racing 
begins. During the week of train¬ 
ing, the team has 25 beds avail¬ 
able for guests at its club. In 
addition, the team is currently 
selling Wildcat Mt. season pass¬ 
es to full-time college students 
for $200. 

You can train with us or ski at 
one of the many resorts in the 
area for less than you might 
think. You can spend: $35 daily 
(food and lodging included), 

$125 week (food and lodging 
included), or $275 week (food, 
lodging, Wildcat season pass) 

For more information call 
Mike Kerver at ext. 5323. 
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the 



vortex 



CJri/jO C**snCy' 


$ENQR MuHKee 


Faster tham a 
set eoit^ •ullEt 
MV ASS.,. MFXTIII 


Sugar-Trosted Sea Bunions 



Pet Peev #2 

The realization that maybe you 
shouldn't have had a big breakfast 
BEFORE FINALS.... 


f/\fO B A7H*o°“ 
■rJfiEAks Fivals 



...AND THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING 




OF TEETH... 

By Mark Marianelli 



Atomic Poe 


HOBVBMiA 


Weeks ago, we learned 
that even Poe's good 
side is evil. Who will save 
the world from Atomic Poe? 


I am God and 
I have come _ 
to set things 
■ightfor you-’ 


To Be 
Cont'd... 

Next 

Semester! 


MIMY 5H/WiPI by Sean Conway 



Robot? um I 


FinaLplacnnts.tKt 
has caused a logical 
error in system b342 


Starting Core wenory 
dufip. •. 


Hanging Around 


by Robert H. Blatt 


As long as I'm 
here, the show's 
free right? 
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Aliv© Ond W©ll by Mike Reidy (5)2002 



Bqldv BIG He QD 


BV: DQD ROU 5 C 



TV\«. A<i\;«vnrtuv^S oC 1 Vds. 14. 



yo/Bt so aana. hi you think 
about is yajBsaf... i want a 

BACK BJB Hoty... HAiAT you WMIT 
ant? in you? dreams... mk cmy yx> 

IS TO SIT HERE *t> VO NOTHING 

.you attend -no m/ tvwy heed. 


My TRIENP WANTS To MEET you So 

«w> ever/thing and see her when i 
WANT you TO... I DON'T beueve you 
WANTED ME To PAy foP LUNCH VWEH TO 
HAVE EVERytMy Fcp THE PAST 6 MONTHS; 

blah blah blah. blah. blah, blah 




Just Rain Dumb ^2002 Dave Carlson 


http://justpiaindumb.net 


COED NINJA 



COED NINJA PUTS HER NINJA STEALTH 
TRAINING TO GOOD USE. 


http://dcp.bigrooron.com 












































































Disconnector Staff 



Important People 


Managing 

Editor-in-Beef 

Snob Velvetta 

Copy Editor 

News Editor 

Editor 

Jen Redhead 

Slow Talker 

Steve’s Anus 

Comics Editor 

A&E Editor 

Production 

Boyfriend 

Dilbert Hairy 

Manager 


Back 

Snip Snarey 

Advertising 



Manager 

Calendar 

Photo Editor 

Open 

Editor 

Kevlar 

A freshman 

Genitals 

Technical 

editor?? 

Business Mgr. 

Consultant 

The 5th Beatle 

Sports Editor 

Open 


Crazy Bekah 


DisConnector Associates 


Who cares? 
They’re not as 
important as the 
editors. 

0 

Faculty Advisors 


Literary Advisor Business Advisor 

That blondie professor Brenda’s Boss 


Administrative Staff 


Office Wench Wench’s Assistant 

Miriam KrabbyAsstos Sue, paid for “on account” 


Policy 


General : The DisConnector continues to make an attempt 
at profit by serving the community around L T Mass Not 
Amherst (and let's admit, this was your safety school any¬ 
way, right?) The "DisCo" is published once per semester 
before we take off for the break (so we don't get in too much 
trouble) and distributed free to the university community, 
despite our best efforts to charge you per copy. Busfhess 
hours are 3 a.m. to 3:30 a.m., but only on the third Friday of 
every month, provided that the date is an even number and 
the sum of both digits equal less than 15. 

All UMass Not Amherst students, regardless of major, are 
invited to stay the hell away from the DisConnector staff. 
They're a raunchy bunch with lots of sex involved. And 
we're all damn sexy, too. Interested students should contact 
an editor or manager listed above, but keep in mind that our 
hazing process is a wicked bitch. 

Advertising : Strangely enough, very few people find the 
DisConnector newspaper credible enough to send us adver¬ 
tising. But, c'mon, we potentially reach an estimated 14,000 
UMass Not Amherst students (as if that many students here 
can read) plus faculty and staff (as if they can read too). 
Advertisements discriminating against race, gender, age, 
religion, blah blah blah - all that politically correct stuff will 
not be accepted. FRANKLY, you can stick your advertise¬ 
ment right up your ass because we don't want to deal with 
you NOT PAYING us on time anyway! Please, we know 
your type. 

Editorial : Opinionated students should try somewhere 
else - it's not like we're covered by Freedom of the Press or 
anything like that. 

Submission : Anyone interested in submitting stuff for 
publication may as well not bother. We don't give a crap 
about anyone outside of our staff. We hook each other up, 
and no one else. You're not worth our time and, to be honest, 
we never liked you anyway. Loser. 

The DisConnector will make every effort to prevent inac¬ 
curacy, but seriously, who cares? No one reads this crap any¬ 
way. If we happen to make a mistake, we're way too stub¬ 
born to run any kind of retraction or correction. If what we 
printed was wrong, it's up to YOU to change it just because 
we said so. 

Uhhh... yeah, so anyway, we're somewhat apologetic to 
anyone we may have offended in this issue. Because we real¬ 
ly care about what any of you think. 

Most members of the Editorial Board are single and, if 
not, certainly don't mind any kind of meaningless sex-filled 
fling... especially if you're hot. 

Monkeys have a tendency' to fling their poo. Sometimes 1 
do that too. Poo is funny. I like the word poo. Poo poo poo. 

One of the best parts about newspapers is how they taste. 
But then my tongue gets covered with ink. Gross. 

Hey, what the hell?? We didn't make fun of the nuclear 
reactor leaking in this issue. And we didn't even say any¬ 
thing about our stuffed cricket mascot. Chirp. I feel ripped 
off. This is the worst DisConnector EVER. 


NEW LOCATION! 


The DisConnector is now proud to have a new office, 
located in the dumpster behind the McGauvran Student 
Union. We get good food from there. Tasty stuff. 
Remember that your discards are someone else s gaiin. 
Please, come visit us. We're lonely. If we're not there 
when you stop by, just wait, and we ’ll be sure to turn up. 


WARNING! 



Again, we remind our readers that the above 
man is a sketchy individual. Here he is seen 
wearing some sort of disguise to make himself 
look “cool.” Despite disguises, he is almost 
always recognizable by his distinct odor, which 
is known to be very disconcerting to the nose 
(as evidenced by the face on the girl in the 
background). We recommend you stay at least 
30 paces away from this man at all times. 
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105K Working on Secret Project 


Pop Star 

DisConnector Rocker 

It has only been a few 
months since their groundbreak¬ 
ing singles “Bitches n’ Hoes” 
and “Booty”, but rumors con¬ 
cerning the irresistible boy band 
have begun to circulate as the 
winter approaches. 

The only information being 
released by the band at the 
moment is that their new project 
is “top secret.” When the group 
was confronted outside their 


recording studio last week, only 
singer Mike could shed light on 
their newest collaboration, say¬ 
ing “Its a little something for 
the ladies...” 

Paparazzi were able to cap¬ 
ture a photograph of the group 
testing their new material on a 
camel, at a secret facility in the 
Sahara Desert. 

Their single “Booty” is 
available for download at 
www.mp3.com/105K (parental 
discretion is advised). 



Copee Editor Kwits Staff 


Flark Poo 

DisConnector Spellchecker 

In what can only be deskripbed as 
a personul attak on the othur mem- 
brs of thr DisConoctor staff, the 
copy editor. Hen “Redhead” Russel - 
resined from the newspapper. 

“ “Tt aTT came so suddenly”, 
said Editor-in-Beef Snob Velveeta. 

Its not like we did anything to piss 
her off.”” 

The remaning editors R scram¬ 
bling to find ways 2 correkt their 
speling and grammer. But, 
as most of the stafff members come 
to the reelisation that there complete 
faylures with the inglesh languaje, 
all hope semes lossed. 

Nose editor Bey Bey Buginndis 
wuz $#% espeshully disppointd with 
thu lackc of nnotice. “Is’nt she 
required to give like two weeks 
notice or something. ? he said as he 


ttempted to right four news arikles 
to make up for none doing there 

assigningments. 

Some staff peopol members 
think they do that she might have 
leffed because of how dumb we they 
all right. Because we not good at 
stuff. And she spends lots of times 
helping with us and sometimes she 
even comez back because some one 
sent they’re article very lates. 

though books such as teh so 
calleed ‘dictionary” are redily avi- 
able for use, mostt DisConnector 
stafferrs re-lie so muchon copy edi¬ 
toring that there cryin two much to 
read themm. 

though books such as teh so 
calleed ‘dictionary” are redily avi- 
able for use, mostt DisConnecter 
stafferrs re-lie so muchon copy edi¬ 
toring that there cryin two much to 
read themm. + 

( The news of the 
Readhead’s quiting came 
in the form of a note 
scrawblled on the dry 


erease bore d . It red: I left but I 
will be right back”, the note was 
alegedly left aftur Rehdeads' coming 
in verry early to start wurking. The 
weak befour, other staff people’s 
commmented on how funnny it 
sownds to here her call here 
boyfrend “Mike.’. We stlil think it’is 
fnny, tho. 

Acording to the cheif editer, “It all 
came so suddenly/ Its not like wedid 
anything to piss her off’.”, he said, 
teh Editor-in-Beef Snob Velveeta. “ 

It is feeared that the copyedi tor 
has perhaps met her doom at theh 
hands of a ngery DisConnector 
Contributors who’se artilces where 
edited soo much they did’nt recogniz 
them anym ore. However... this 
death scenerio is very unlikely 

we hope. - 

Redhead, if you our out there, 
please, pleez call us. We really 

neede U.please. We ca’nt do 

this with out u. We realy think you 
R hot and pritty and verry niice 2. 
Thankyou.. . 


Top Ten Things Never Heard at 
the DisConnector Office 

10.1 like hockey (or “I miss Doug.”) 

9. Gee, Rob, you’re so modest. 

8. There’s not enough controversy this 
semester. 

7. We need more men on staff because 
there aren’t enough perverted sexual jokes. 
6. I’d love to review that DVD! We get such 
good free movies here! 

5. Hey, Bekah, you didn’t write anything for 
Sports this week. 

4. Hey, J.J., you didn’t write anything for 
News this week. 

3. I’m glad everyone comes to all the meet¬ 
ings. 

2. Wow! I can’t believe all the compliments 
we got this week! 

1. I can’t believe everyone called me back 
so I can write this article so easily! It’s 
amazing how informative and helpful this 
University is towards the newspaper! 


Top Ten Worst Reasons 
To Miss Finals 

10. My friend won’t be in for me to copy of 
off of him that day! 

9. Can’t make it, Dawson’s Creek is on. 

8. Give me a break, my RA just got me 
kicked out onto the streets. 

7. The answers wont be on the ‘net until 
the night after. 

6. It’s my 6 week anniversary with my 
boy/girlfriend and we’re so in love! 

5. That interrupts valuable nap time. 

4. But there is a Counter-Strike game 
planned! 

3. My Sorority/Fraternity needs me that 
night. 

2. I’m busy lighting fires in Fox Hall. 

1. I didn’t wait in line overnight for tickets to 
see Lord of the Rings: Twin Towers for 
nothing! Prioritize! 
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DisConnector Personals 




Name: SteveA 

Availability: Desperate: isn’t he cute? 

Likes: Computers, fish shirts 
Quotes: You knocked up some broad, 
didn't you? 




Name: Blatt 

Availability: HI tak e anyon e 
Likes: Listening to music, playing music 
Quotes: I swear I’m not single any more! 
(see story below) 



Name: Chip 

Availability: Any time, baby 
Likes: Women 

Quotes: C’mon, you can trust me and 
I’ll call you... really. 


Newspaper editor finally gets girl Super nobodies caught with smut 


Snob Velveeta 
DisConnector Hatah 

After years of speculation at 
possibly having some heinous 
and organ-deteriorating STD, 

DisConnector Arts & Farts edi¬ 
tor Dilbert Hairy Back has 
finally gotten himself a girl¬ 
friend. 

Back, who has been serving 
as A&E editor for quite some 
time, has been known for 
being rather desperate in the 
field of romance. Previous 
attempts at landing a girl lead to him 
becoming a self-proclaimed rock star, 
forming a rock band known as Back is the 
New Front, or something like that. One 
particularly desperate attemp^nmpres^^ 
ing a girl resulted in Back cutting off sev¬ 
eral inches of his hair. 

Apparently, the strategy worked. 

Though both Back and his new 
ladyfriend have refrained from issuing a 
statement regarding their so-called rela¬ 
tionship, critics are already comparing the 
couple to the Jackson-Presley pairing from 
years ago. 

“It’s obviously just a way of getting the 
media off his back,” said Ray Arsonhalt, a 
fellow bandmate of Back’s and master of 
the bluegrass guitar. “I still think he’s gay.” 

Some who support Back in his sexual 



Kevlar Genitals 


Phoio by Drunk in 309 

The cute couple, pictured above... or is it a conspiracy? 

and romantic endeavors tell people to just 
mind their own business. “I’m happy for 
him,” said Phil Grierly, another rocker and 
roller. “Plus, it gives hope to all those 

other dorks that work for the newspaper.’’ 


Rumors regarding the authenticity of the 
relationship have been quickly brushed off 
by both Back and the girl, who refused to 
allow her name to be printed for some 
unknown reason. 

“We are very happy together, and we’re 
totally getting it on,” Back emphatically 
told the DisConnector. “You’re all just 
jealous.” 

The girl, who still refused to let people 
know her name, contended that she is very 
happy with Back and added, “I’m not a 
freak or anything. I swear, he’s a nice 
guy.” 

Only time will tell... 


Aramark smell condemns campus 


Bey Bey Buginndis 


Board of Health of UMass Not Amherst 

The Aramark cafeterias across campus 
were temporarily shut down due to an 
unusual odor that students noticed on 
their clothes and in their hair. 

Board of Health officials closed down 
the South Campus dining hall and raided 
the building wearing gas masks. They 
traced the smell to a refrigerator, which 
had not been cleaned since December of 
1989, according to the inspection sticker 
on the inside door. 

The University ordered Aramark staff 
members to clean the fridge and dispose 
of the dead animals inside. 

Three students were sent to the hospital 
due to the incident. Two of them died of 
exposure from the poisonous radiation 
and one of them is in critical condition. 

One UML student, Fahpetrios Flemlis, 


complained that the smell had infested 
his dorm room on South Campus. “My 
roommate and I have to spray our clothes 
with Lysol every time we eat in the 
Dining Hall,” said Flemlis. 

The stench eventually contaminated the 
entire floor of Flemlis’ dorm, replacing 
the previously dominant smell of alcohol 
and used condoms. Flemlis and his 
roommate were forced to burn all of their 
clothing and belongings that were in 
room. The smell was so extreme that it 
remained in the building, and the dorm 
has been declared condemned, along 
with the entire Umass Lowell campus. 

Although the campus is condemned, 
classes will continue until December 13. 
After December 13, the University will 
be shut down, except for the four stu¬ 
dents that are signed up for intercession 
classes, and the University will reopen 
on January 22, 2003, when a franchise of 
Dunkin Donuts will replace Aramark. 


DisConnector Gangsta, Bitch! 

After a recent comic book festival held 
on South Campus of UMass Not 
Amherst, a strange happening occurred. 

Three little known superheroes were 
found around the premises after quiet 
hours started at 4 in the afternoon, and 
were written up for disturbing the “nap¬ 
ping time violation.” 

These superheroes, two of which no 
one can seem to recognize, were none 
other than Nightcrawler of the X-men, 

Dracula.. ahem... I mean Dr. Strange, 
and also Black Costume Spider-Man, 
who isn’t even a superhero anymore, as 
all comic geeks know. 

After this reporter approached the 
threesome. Dr. Strange was quoted as 
saying “I can’t believe these, these... 
mortals don’t know who I am. I mean. 

I’m the greatest Marvel superhero that 
ever lived!” 

The three confused costumed men 
were taken into custody after being 
caught by the elf-like 
Betty Willis. 

Nightcrawler’s 
response to the arrest 
was “Mein Gott! I 
just wanted to get out 
of the X-mansion for 
a nice weekend and 
pick up some college 
chicks. I mean, they 
dig the German 
accent, and especially 
the tail. I didn’t know 
that we would be 
arrested for it. The 
police don’t even 
believe me when I 
say that I’m with the 
X-men.” 

The superheroes, 

.which have dubbed Photo by Rosey Lynn Whine-A-Lot 

themselves “The Superheroes, or so they claim, love their pom. Don’t we all? 


Secret Defenders,” were mad after being 
told that there already was a team called 
this, and their comic book sucked. They 
were found on a couch by Willis, Sunday 
night, reading pornography. 

Willis, and the rest of Pez Life, were 
appalled at what the superheroes were 
reading. Willis took away their Playboy 
and handed them copies of Shaved, com¬ 
menting “What are you guys, wimps? 
Here’s real pom!” The more “hardcore” 
magazines were provided by Screech 
ARD Christy Gloomy. 

The superheroes, upon police arrival, 
were taken into custody, except for 
Spider-Man, because the police knew 
whom he was, thanks to the blockbuster 
film. Nightcrawler and Dr. Stangelove, I 
mean Dr. Strange... found a way to 
escape, as Nightcrawler teleported away 
leaving a lingering smell of brimstone, 
while Dr. Strange tricked the police into 
thinking he actually was Dracula by cast¬ 
ing a spell to turn into a bat and flew 
away. Since then, no little known super¬ 
heroes have been seen on campus. 



Brenda Evans : It’s still coming. You’re the Disconnector’s next target. 
There’s one left and then I’m graduating. Remember that. 

Sincerely, Rob V. =) 


Buy the NEW and UNAPPROVED... 

CONCORD/A WINDOWS! 

Tired of your windows keeping the winter elements and noise out of 
your room? With our COf/CORP/A WWPOWS, you will be able to 
feel every frigid breeze and hear ever movement outside your dorm! 
And, with our ^EW R/kERS/PE MOPEL, you will actually be able to 
feel like you’re sitting right next to the Merrimack naked on the coldest 
winter day, while still in your room! You don’t even need to open them! 
Enjoy the benefits of colds and pneumonia, FREE.' AND. for the first 
100 buyers, we will add holes in the screens at no extra charge! 
Order your CO^CORP/A WINDOWS today! 

Please Note: Installation will take 3 to semesters after purchase. Repairs generally will take twice as long. 
Please fill out 20 to 30 work orders ahead of time. Replacement of certain parts are impossible, as they 
have not been made since the 1960’s. If you are unhappy with your Concordia windows or any other UML 
products, please fill out a complaint that will not be acknowledged by anything but the garbage Order now! 


Photos by Kev-a-saurus Rex 
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Band geeks march over campus 



several hours, but still faced the same tempera¬ 
ture-related problems. 

Once the music stopped and the band no longer 
played on, some of the uniformed geeks turned to 
leave, citing reasons like “class," and other geek- 
related events. . * • 

Conspicuously absent from the attempted hos¬ 
tile takeover was the so-called “pit." Internal dis¬ 
putes over whose job it was to roll in the vibra¬ 
phone is rumored to be the cause. 

“I’m tired of lugging those things,” said Lonnie 
Crooks, a pit member and fellow band geek, as 
she adjusted her bright red cummerbund and bow 
tie. 

In a final statement before ending the Quad 
takeover, Terrorous Sabrina said she was especial¬ 
ly upset at certain members of the Cornucopia 
Hall staff for their disrespect towards band geeks. 


Snob Velveeta 


DisConnector Cool Kid 


The South Campus community was stunned last 
week when a horde of angry band geeks stormed, 
in perfect step, into the Quad, effectively seizing 
control of the campus. 

The band geeks, who prefer not to be termed as 
“geeks," demanded respect from members of the 
student body. 

“We are tired of being labeled as uncool simply 
because of our lifestyle in the band," said Spike 
Greedy, the apparent leader of the geeks. “We 
take great offense at being called geeks," he 
added, followed by drum rolls and applause from 
his fellow f geeks. 

The new regime under the uniformed geeks 
went sour, however, when the extremely cold 
temperature caused many of the horn players to 
put on thick gloves, impeding 
them from performing. 

The drum line rolled on for 


Photo by Rosey Lynn Whine-a-loi I 
[ Left, the apparent leader of the band geeks. Above, the geeks themselves. 


Dr. Rabbit and the basket¬ 
weaving team still winning 



goes back to napping during his 
office hours. 

“Most of the time, the students 
that take part don’t even realize 
they’re in the wrong room for a 
long time. When they finally do, 
it’s too late to leave," he claims. 

The basket-weaving program is 
very rigorous and includes two 
parts: the underwater and the bas¬ 
ket-weaving. It works as both as a 
varsity sport and as a class for 
credit. 

However, Prof. Rabbit is infa¬ 
mous for not giving A's. If a stu¬ 
dent actually gets an A as a final 
grade, he allows them to call him 
Hoe (his first name, of course). 
Only three students have had that 
honor in 75 years. 

“Hey, I didn’t get where I am 
today by being nice to students," 
says Rabbit, who claims he once 
accepted a position as Chair of 
Student Affairs because he misun¬ 
derstood the title. Pervert. 


Salt Slitman 

DisConnector Writing Person 

In its 75 years of operation, the 
UMass Not Amherst Underwater 
Basket-Weaving team remains 
undefeated. Closing out this sev¬ 
enty-fifth season marks a new 
national record, shadowed only by 
the number one Russian team, 
who has gone 77 years without a 
loss. 

“We’ll catch up in a couple 
years," says Basket-Weaving 
coach Prof. Hoe Rabbit of the 
English department. “Although I 
could’ve sworn we were two years 
behind last year too." 

Rabbit has beernh^oi^oacn 
of the team since its inception 75 
years ago.part" due to the type of 
students who join. 

However, Prof. Rabbit isn’t 
modest about the real reason why 
the team does so well: “Me," he 
says succinctly as he turns and 



Do not trust this man! Known only as “the 
Gryphon,” he has been attempting to get his horri¬ 
ble, frightening visage into the DisConnector all 
year. We absolutely refuse to comply! We have 
provided several pictures of this evil creature so 
that members of the student body can be aware of 
his evilness. (It makes sense in our head) 


WARNING: 


ARD revealed to be a magical elf 


Snip Snarev 

DisConnector Snapper 

Residents of South 
Campus were wowed after 
a study revealed that the 
Assistant Resident Director 
of Cornucopia Hall was, in 
fact, a magical elf, 
endowed with fantastic 
powers and abilities. 

The ARD, known to 
some as Betty ‘Whatchoo 
talkin' ‘bout" Willis has 
often been the ridicule of 
hundreds due to her short 
stature and annoying ten¬ 
dency to talk with her 
hands. Speculation that she 
was a leprechaun was dis¬ 
proved earlier this semes¬ 
ter. 

Evidence that points to 
her being an elf were 
revealed by her newfound 
magical abilities which are 
often symptoms of elfness. 
Those particular powers 
include the ability to con¬ 
sume mass quantities of 
alcohol, possibly linked to 
her skill to get men to buy 
her free drinks at bars by 
exposing a small amount of 


cleavage. She is also 
rumored to have an 
increased aggression in 
sight of a large number of 
spoons. 

The findings from this 
test put to rest previous 
reports that Betty was 
actually some kind of 
fairy. A lack of wings was 
the main evidence against 
this claim. 

Upon discovering the 
truth about Ms. Willis sev¬ 
eral students erected a 
shrine dedicated to the 
magical elf on the fifth 
floor of Cornucopia Hall. 
The shrine has suffered 
some vandalism from a 
splinter cell of elf follow¬ 
ers who swear their alle¬ 
giance to the Frumpy 
Gryphon of Peepee Hall 
(see pictures throughout 
this issue of the 
DisConnector ). 

Regardless, the elf is so 
enamored with her own 
newfound followers that 
she’s even started rinting 
her own form of currency, 
known as “South Stash," 
which carries the eerie slo¬ 
gan “In Betty We Trust.” 



Photo by K-Dawg 

Betty the magical elf incinerated the camera with her heat 
vision right after this picture was taken. 


Photo by the Slow Talker ... Get back to work. Rabbit! 
















